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On the cover.

Francisco Blanco, affectionatgly
known as “Chico” to the UHBAf]
runs the mailroom and wrings
near-perfect copies out of UB
overused copy machine. Chig
one of UBL'’s oldest and most
trusted employees, has been
working for the institution for 1
years.
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UBLTRAELERS

P Elsdame —Taught caaes omimoth
in\enezuela and Bialiancg a wkshop
in Ne'lestament in Colombia.

P Kaida KIh- Ga a cose on Mission
the Church in Honduras.

P Edvin Mar—Taught a caeron Lityr
in Honduras.

P Jbsé HFamiz-Taught Oldstamen
couses in Gaaal& hil@andi\gentina.

P Ry Mp—Taughtheolgical Ethids
CEDEPCA in Guatemala.

P Atuo Pie@dr—\sited Giemala and t
DominicagpRlitic to teacChdn Histgr

P  Saa Baltodan@&ught a ceeron
Pastaal Counseling in,@aitador

P \MctoricAeya —Taught Hisyoand
Theology of Salvation and Popular
on tw dieent occasiohtha Mén Luthe
KingdrCenter in Cuba

P Guido Mahac- Ga a cosges on
Bible Study Methods at the UBL cen
and in the Dominican Republic.

P J&ime Prietdaught caes in Claar
Histor in Colombia.

P Daniel Chiquekrughtéhtecostalis
at CEET in Chile.

P Magarita de Tare — G& colge on
the Histgrofindignous Spiritualit
Honduras

P Antonio ©yz~ G& a coge on the
Histor ofindignous Spiritual§riguela
and eu.

P Gemnimdantalema -v&a cose on
the Histppfindignous SpiritualityaL i
San Jose.

P The team of José Duque, Victori
Nidiadhsecaag a coge on Mission
the Church in Limon, Costa Rica.

rofessors
uatemala

of one
Visit to

was invited to the Protestant Center ajuPsstor&uatemald Qigyintensive course

I Studies in Guatemala in order to takeyaarcoordinated by Angel Roman, a former UBI
the program ofmék’Biblical and Pastosalident.

trainirtllggwhich took place fromlblmugh

June My participation in these activities has

The activities began with a two day edeiwinghthoughts:
the Church of God of the Whole Gosp 'A”cwglleng'éhrough the efforts put fort{

raised the

by

' VIXCO. € (8% Hifferent theological institutions (among

and participate in two training worksh pﬁ]é% UBL) the number of women with profes-

church leaders which ended up being broagl ﬁ%@ogical training has increaséd

include other members because of theirdgeiest v is surprising and sad the [see how

the biblical themes which we were disCugging;ajlable materials exist specifically for
During the week of Yaye2hteld an womesitraining in biblical and theologigal

intensive course oestth@nt for a study stydies. This lack, in my personal opirjion is
group from CEDEPCA (The Central Amggigafalous.

region of Mixco. | had the opportunity Qa8

Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies) in the citx : i th
of Chiquimula. The course was held i %Igonsta tis aways good to verify tht, even
though not as popular as before the last few

Friengl’Church in Chiquimula.
Mondajlay Sthere was a training
workshop in the city of Jutiapa with th
groups in which the community leader
Association of Development of Jutiap

decades, the interest of Protestant institutions fc
} i iriggbased directly in the study of the Bible i
S {51 Vi Y Reflection on current events, the
@Lg?ssi%l of theological issues, and the analysi
hop

gis
0 ]
Indigenous leaders of the region, partici rﬁ’l L e L ental

N
ed. .
On the first of June, | had another Oéligsrem.:e, the Blb_le'

on biblical formation in the city of SololeATORCilRveméngives me hope to see fhe
occasion there were also community led¥§rtpgs0f a broad and constructive gcumenica
time from the Association of Develop ewl_g\t. The perceptl_on that the social reality in
Solole, along with study group students ‘oDt all move is the same, and that the
region. pastoral problems that confront us are, essentia

on Wednesda{?‘i’laeQThursdayrﬁe 3the same, has raised the necessary ayvareness
of June, | worked intensively with the e the doctrinal susceptibilities|of the pas
personnel We held eight work sessiondifP\gRigauraging to see ecumenical study group

we analyzed current theological and p s}fﬂ? Ing W?tﬂ ecumeni_call rr:aterials, ce ?]brzka)tingd
themes from the book of Ruth. |turg|e5 with ecumenical elements, In fhe broa

Thetﬁ' of June, a Fridatended a sense of the word. Thatvsetarsaseein

. . 0 unities sensitive-calintaf, multi-
breakfast conference in the Futura Tik Ié{éﬂ% and gender dimensions.

The theme of the confere@bestias *

Television - Evangelization in a consumef\n observatiomas surprised, in a posi

society. The contribution of a biblical exedgsa critical spirit in respect to the fype of

in pastoral ministry tdday preaching that we find in what is callegl ‘Christia
Among others, several presidents, dé&R¥iSipry in the circles in which | partjcipated.

professors of theological institutions werdf research by different church organizations
attendance. the risks and contributions made by the televisio

During the week of the 5-12 of Jun ,W&l{ggests that thref_ir_nglnar(]:t clj Eis type ¢
to the city of Coban where | taught an infe s e hat was
:}P ved at first; and that the emphasi

ive way

course in QGddt@ment with the students|i : ¢ p put on 1y
study groups from San Cristébal and oB&pnomic success has created reseryations in

also worked with two groups of women hristian circles that causes thgm to view
CEDEPGAék’ Program in the Coban ur caution any future development ir this type
Finallyduring the week of 14-18 of JUREACMNG:

taught the third stage of theeKda@ntddt José. E. RamireZz-Kidd.




* ntribute to her Afro-Caribbean heritag@sa
I wears her long black braids proudiven
though people of African decent make up the

majority of the population of the Dominican Repu-
blic, she explains, discrimination is a big problem. P R O F E S S O R

“In my family we were taught to be proud of who we _
were, but also that we had to prove ourselves.” By: Elisabeth Cook

Maria Cristina ntura (known asifsa to one and
all) has traveled quite a ways from herisland inthe .
Caribbean to where she is ndWBL's newest

Biblical Studies professor

From the time she was a teenadesa has worked | S o e I!‘l my
with the Catholic Church in different ministries, w.. o - \ ey family we
especially with young people. She even became a ?.ijs-'.-‘-‘-é" , e were taught
Carmelite nun for a time in her countipnically - - to be proud
enough, her university studies were in chemistry |
which gave her the education and skills she needed® =" of who
to work in animal pharmaceutics and ink production T we were,
in the laboratory of the sugar mill where her father S8 - i % but also that

worked. ‘
we had to prove ourselves

oy

In the midst of all this scienceiy3a found time to

study at the Catholic Seminary and continue her ~ were taught the Bible was always controlled by the
involvement in base eclesial communitiesandthe  priest. | discovered that there were different waySjof
youth movement in the Catholic Church. Her interesteading the Bible, that it has new and different thing$
in biblical studies developed when she took partin a&o say to us, especially as a woman and from my
workshop in UBLs sister institution in Costa Rica,  experiences as an Afro-Caribbean woman.”

the Ecumenical Research Department (DEI). Upon

returning to the Dominican Republic, she participated\Ve are excited to haver$a at UBL. In the five

in the Dominican Bible Movement where she was short months she has been here, her contribution flas
discovered by Milton Schwantes, a prominent been strongly felt, not only as a serious scholar witli a
Brazilian theologian and Bible schol&his encounter commitment to Latin America, but because of the

led to a Mastés and PhD. degree at the Methodist new perspectives she brings and her warm and
University in Sao Paulo, Brasil. Her doctoral thesis  friendly personality

focuses on the Psalms.

“I came to UBL because | feel an obligation to Lati
“I love to teach,” exclaimediiBa, as we satinher ~ America,” Tirsa says, “and | believe there is a lot th@t
office among her books and papers. “The way we can be done for this continent from UBL.”



Discerningthe Presencef...

By: Edwin Mora

'I'He title dlhis arde “Disceing the sence
ofthe Spirit in our Coiitigsis ery thought
prowoking to m8edre identifying theng of
the presence of the Spirit in our communiti
see them from Central America, | think tha
potant toafect a bibaut the title
“Discering’” This wid means to ustiend our
own reality in order to eliminate confusio
guengivha ve think aiSrealityis not necessar
ily a tne ealityAs & sg in Spanishot all tha
shines is gold”. In the Bible, for exampl
people intended to speak prophetic words
were not actually prophetic. They were not
the Spiribut ether words oftridery It vas
necessato disaethisOn the other htves,
are other realities whose simplicity and
hide a pbund trth. It \as thipecisgltha
took place with the Ermllars Whey seahed
for Jesus, but when confronted by him,
ade toecgnie himThe eality thaurounds us
is not always obvious or evident. In many ¢
it is filled with goamaking disu@ent a nec-
essartaskDiscament is the oppositendii-
sion and we are dalleot confuse

“the R¥sencethis is a tarofyed impdance
in the Bibas &ll as in other pladedy for
examp|ee speak tifepresencaf NothAmeri-
can planes in Afghanistan, @redehesf
signs opeaceof Nahen Ieland.The wrd
pesenaean desigazry dierentealitiethed
or hope, danger or solace. A television ad
Rica says that: “a good idea can become t
in electricity or in medicine...”. The prese
Dvine doesjustxist among us in eypbuin
many ways. An interesting text from the
Hebrews notésiig ago God spoke to our
cestain mgrandariousays iy the mphets
but in these last days he has spoken to ug
a Son(Hé 1,1-2) Wien wspeak tife Spirit,
we say that it can be expressed in many
formsaccaling to the sttaa and neafhd is
impaiant is thadt thaaccaling to onetiba

Elements that permit us to glimpse &
Spirit within our midst....

The presence of the Spirit in human
can be discerned in:
a. The value that we put on living i
communion with God
b. In the capacity of forgiving ot
forgiving oneself
c. In maintaining a Eucharistic atti

The presence of the Spirit in our com
discerned in the transformation of cri
means:
a. Experiencing relationships with
profound way
b. Learning to confront reality from ¢
tualityrather than avoiding it.
c. Perceiving God from constructi
and affirmatives of life.

The presence of the Spirit in our com
discerned by developing new roles aj
This leads the community to:
a. Urn to those who .suffer
b. Study biblical, theological, and
sciences with the goal of developi
understanding of the Spirit.

The presence of the Spirit in our com
discerned in the celebration and pe
community experience of SpiriTlat
means:
a. Celebrating life with a sense of
b. Experiencing and enjoying com

The presence of the Spirit is discer
development of community attitudes.
the community to:
a. Encourage building better family
ships.
b. Strive for constructive resolutio
flicts

The presence of the Spirit in our co
can be discerned in Tolerance. Thig
a. Embrace human pluralism
b. Adopt the Biblical concept tha
human is to be a free and equal bg

presence of this Spirit that we encounter in the sc
ture? How can we recognize the signs of God i
given situation and in the face of different option
In the book of Proverbs, the Spirit is expressed
the arof navigiting tha is to sathe hility to
conrduct life in a manner that is able to avoid tf
dangrs thatheden |é and &aive d a s& pat.

In Psalms, the Spirit is what insplessatien

The litgical dimension islierausetioé gte-

fulness for life, of the gratitude for divine prov
riercaThe psalmisysaéo Gotipu cause the

graces to grow for the cattle, and plants for peop
to usgo bringith ®od fym the efwand wine

to dadlen the human thedrto makheace
shingand l@ad to gngthen the human.hear
(Psalms 104: 14-15). In Prophets, it is the Spit
whe makes éineounter with the ptssible

thd is to sawho inites thecgnition dhe

~iman andide dimensions in a spesofidiper
vhom these dimensienbused because of
poetty and submission.

“in our cormnities”thiseers to thahid is

human, and that which is social. The reality of C
tralAmerica is in some aspéetsticeality

rom ineaglgical pointwaéy CentlAmerica is

the neest pdrofthe contineaind because of

this the ecosystem seems to always be changi
wli:anoesugt oftethe edin quads fequentl

B sockablsat is unsteagound with griler

Ias enlloping ligifon dicteors, and magsiim-
migration.

"2 CerdtAmerica gpece™ in the lasinf

yeas, ndurl disasteand social upaea Cen-

tral America has generated a general deteriorati
of medical s@regob opptrnitiesaccess to
euuaonand social mabkigpelessness is on

ine increase. And resentment toward the Other (
immigrant, the indigenous, the African-american,
unemployedt Bot all is chalmsthe midst of

this eality medms obolidarjtyfsacrificef

hope, of optimism, and the search for peace a

“of the SpiritThe Spirit is manifested in thed@hbrated. These are initiatives that move our ct

American theologian, “The modes of the preagousays In th@rmah for @amplénhe Spirit munities beyond immediate chaos. Itis here that
of God conditionahed obur encounter withs presented to us@sative forcapable of can ask setes:'Wee did the ingpon come

HimIn humanifyeab peson is the temple ofenegting I in the midstimdos and #aess

from that generated these initiatives? Where did

God, we will encounter God in our human &wotmtiary we live in the midst of many steagttecomanfrto undale themdm Wwee

with huma(GGutiegz, TK 250).

forces. In which of these are we able to idémtifydage to maintain tham7imy belie
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tha this sémgth and inaipdn &as bar ofthe  stand the tensions and ambiguities that
ali; to undeaile these iniivas in the midst ofamong us requires development of the
sut agerse and dishiesring conditioBe-
cause dhisve belie thanoneligiousris
exist (in thatitional senstheften),in Wwid
the Spirit becomes embodied.

look those acts just because we don’
them. The Spiritis present in all that we
ening andieming &fin ety vay

In other words, we believe that the initiativesthaharéimgShristiae kfis undstood as &n

unddrlen ingor ofhuman dignitydpices escpe fom theasid in afer to g oneseatfer
(both in those that receive these benefitd@diviime contemplation. Never-the-les
those that make it possible) a profound sqrempect of Spirituality seen as commi
of gditude théhelps us to ustierd thahen the wid,ve insist on the need toeyeas

identifying the acts of the Spirit. Itis eqs

m
Spirit, because it takes superhuman strengifistéiecdo undstand thegzence tife Spifit

c

r

o

S
1

we are committed to these takidisevesd we human activity as being privileged by the
allreceive. We are all beneficiaries in coamdwatity of the Spirit. The Spirit makes |ts

stiuggles thiapemit the ingeement afondi-
tionsdr vemeripr the illitée the eldlgr the by our commitment totlokimévor ohuma
peson with ygical limitmsand the kidd  well-being, of defense of the handicap

believe that there is a profound hidden religiguest digritd lost justidé shoulddi

in all day-to-day acts of being human that

(

dimension here. There is a hidden presenzerafdtig lives in celebration of this prege
Spirit in these activities that we call (in Spar8ginit'sd-his celebration is not reducedj|to
cial activities, humanitarian activities, or activiiebuifrather is expressed in a constfr

ment with theienment and with ¢d.\Go
is conceived as a God close to us, ir
Central Americans live with constant upheaaetiditnash us through his Spirit. From
ve hse alead saidhe paicular cdumstances viaythe prsence tife Spirit can be disden
of a community define the ways of the presenstgyies othe most ewdred obur socie
the Spirit in our midst. So when we ask: handdmaggiues ohelpdr those thauier To
perceive the presence of the Spirit, we carvisaatrihis pisence tie Spiriewnist tur
the presence of the Spirit in our communtiidestisthese digired goups and leao se
dynamieality thaeeks tdiah |# and thés the wid as tlyedo
discared tlwugh ChristiapegiencAs sut

the presence of the Spirit possesses all of the char-
acteristics I itselfin aderdr the delop-

ment of a meaningful Christian life, we must under-

..the Spirit

charity”.

is the UBL academiqg

In our Communities

D
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Edwin Mdre

d

Anthology of
Writings by
Dt bhn Sta
Published

Dr Arturo Piedra, UBL prisfedeased to
announce the publicatitaci@hdo Teologia
en América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teélogo
Camino The newly published book is a
collection of writings, documents that revez
issues and content from different eras and
theological, social, and political realities. A
same time it provides a historical record of
persamlife in the field of thedlbgy
publication attempts to honor a protestant
missionary who has immersed himself in tf
socio-political problems of the continent an
tried to understand them in the light of the
biblical message.

“It gives me,’” says Arturo Piedra, editor of
collection, “great pleasure to be a part of tf
anthology of writings Bghbr Stam, a
theologian who, because of his contributior
Christian thinking, holds an important plac
the current and future history of protestant
America. Fortupatetygoal to complete the
book this year coincides with tohn’s 75
birthday and 50 years of living and serving
Costa Rica along with teaching in many dif
ecclesial and academic scenarios of the S
speaking continent. My interest in the com
tion of this anthglisgthe conviction that
John’s writings are of great value that shou
recognized. At an intelectual dimension, tl
of us who were his students have always a
his great encyclopedic capacity and creativ
that was a direct result of his passion for se
and responsible teaching.”

Unlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a
American Mission missionary from the Unit
States, chose not to return to his country o
and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.
Through this decision, made together with
wife, Doris, he also became Latin Americal
from their home in San Jose, continues to
with others his concerns for the culture of F
adopted continent.

An additional blessing found in the publica
of the book is the participation of several di
organizations: The Latin American Missiol
Latin American Biblical Unkkitditgion,

and the Latin American Theological Frater
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RIBLA(The Journal for Latin Ameri; The journal is published in two lan-
r can Biblical Interpretation) is perhaps one guages- Spanish and Portuguese. The

of the most prestigious and unique pub- publishers, Verbo Divino in ECUador, and

lications in the Latin American theologi- V0zes, a Methodist printer in Brazil, are
cal world. There is no fixed structure, np /so are a part of the RIBLA network. They

| connected institution, no director, no staff, are responsible for finding volunteer
and no profit. There isn't even a fixed translators, putting everything together,
I committee. Yet, the publication is plan- @nd publish the journal at cost. The jour-
ning for its 47th edition in its 16th year ofnal is then sent all over Latin America

A existence. In case you're having a bit of Where participating organizations sell and
trouble wrapping your thoughts around distribute the edition.

B I b I I C al this idea, here’s how it works. Elsa Tamez, Silvia de Lima, and Tirsa Ventura

Once a year there is a RIBLA meeting. récently attended the week-long 2004
Interpre An ecumenical group of Latin American annual meetlng of RIBLA held in Brazil.

biblical scholars, all committed to this «| know a week sounds like a long time,”

. publication, but not necessarily the same giated Tamez. who has been a part of
tatlon group every time, meets together to dis- he RIBLA committee since its inception
cuss the following year’s issues. At this, 1988 “but the meeting is not just a

Journ al meeting, themes are ;elected, writers planning meeting, it's also a time of
volunteer to submit articles under each learning and reflection.”

theme, and one or two participants vol- )
FrOm and unteer to be the editors for each issue. The mornings of the RIBLA conference
. The volunteer editors are responsible for@re spent in study and discussion of a
For Latl [] making sure that the writers get thefr biblical text and the afternoons are usu-
manuscripts in on time, get everythin glly spent in planning sessions and prac-
- edited, and send the journal on to th tical distribution, sales, etc. As the par-
Amerlca publishers. Of primary interest to th ticipants are from all over the continent,

group is the re-reading of the Bible fro

they also discuss current trends in bibli-
a Latin American point of view. Write

s cal study in their own countries, particu-
are invited to take a broad view on con- larly at a grassroots level. By the end of

“....not just a planning textual studies, particularly from the re- the week, the entire next year of RIBLA
meeting , it’s also a time of ality of poverty in Latin America. Noted S planned.
learning and reflection.” members of the RIBLA committee include The meeting is held the third week of April

Elsa Tamez, Pablo Richard, Jorge each year and, for the first time ever, will
Pixley, Alicia Winters, and many other pe held at UBL in 2005.

well-known scholars.

s annal Intgated Seminarisa__ theological, biblical, and pastora| points d

ecial time for students and §° ¢ viey as is the custom in thetbd

fessa alik The ey air SeminaMay ofthe students akeagt
seems to \afer witrefvent theajacal working with imtelf displaced
thinking as those involved dedicate . in their own countries and had much tg
their aking hauto this intaesi contribute to the classroom discussion
couse This is UBImost impant bi- = The 2004 Integrated Seminar was smallg
mester of the year and is the culmir ‘ than usual with a total of twenty-five
of months of preparation by the leag, enolled studentsr the 8t time i
professorial team. This year’s the may yas, the amen students seriousl
“Migration” and, in addition to the t : outnumbered the men, sixteen to nine
of Mireya Baltodano (Costa Rica), Jose . There were eight denominations repre
Duque (ColombiajTisa\entua UBL’S sented (Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodis

£
R A

(Dominican Republic), involved visiting Baptist, Mennonite, Pentecostal| Christig
proessa; sub as MeoMllaman ANNUAL Missionahlliancand Lutlzer) and
(DominicaepRiic) and Mae thiteen countries (Domispraic R
Brisson (Haiti). The problems of INTEGRATED AgentinaChile&ecuaddZosta Rica,
migrants and the Church’s responsgst CanadsneuelaColombieu,

these problems, were discussed fr§E MINAR HELD MeicpBoliia,El Saldarand Bzil)

6




THE UBL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT creep
forward, a bit at a time, as the fourth work teg
apartment building began the process of putt

walls in place. Eleven workers from the First

Church in Sikeston, Missouri, arrived in Sant!j.o

Part of the crew attached sheets of drywall to §

while others applied joint compound and tape to
into smooth walls and ceilings. The last

workweek, the group began to lay tile on thé

In a gesture appreciated by all in attendance, t
cooked a traditional Southern meal of chicken
and blackberry cobbler for the UBL &iaffinpnd
sors, and students filled the dining area to enjo
meal actually prepared by a w|

After their week of hgrthialgooup spent a fe
soaking their sore muscles in the hot springy
while watching the AotrzaloVfirewo

Two more work teams are expected in the nex
up where this team left off.’sIhapEBb have th
apartment ready to live in by the beginning

More Work dams Needed

Don’t miss an opportunity to visit one of the world’s
most beautiful countries while serving the Church of
Latin America. Several more work teams are needed for
the completion of the first floor apartment of UBL’s new
construction project. If you are interested in putting
together a team to visit Costa Rica, please contact
Jeannie McGinnis at bsebila@racsa.co.cr

UBL
DEAN VISITS
dbgi ADELPHIA

etakfr :
f@éi_a%%ﬁ Edwin Mora recently returned to Cos

in the Girard medical Center of St. Josey
YpRid Slphia. As a practicum forshiedlestéresis
%bt ﬂ%lity and drug rehabilitation, Mora spent a

hours working with recovering drug addicts.

eston team
IUPRINERA to work with heroin addicts,’ said Mora
.Costa Rica we don’'t have a big problem with he
|rr§6ts§ad rehabilitation center for this type of agd
P& help of fellow students, | found out about the
SCenter and was able to arrange my practicum t

‘%@”&perience was very good,” added Mora. “
an interdisciplinary team... doctors, therapists, a
working both with group therapy and also with i

t@c}ﬁr@ ﬁng.”

K41¥R&%s currently working on his thesis for his se
degree. He hopes to soon finish his studies for §
drug dependencies from the Ibero-American co
is sponsored by the Organization of American S




Group Study Opportunies

Explore Latin American Culture and Theology at the Latin American
Biblical University in San José, Costa Rica.

UBL offers:

Renowned Professors - Study groups have access to UBL professors,
many of whom are outstanding in their fields.

Ecological T ourism - Explore tropical rainforests, volcanoes, banana &
coffee plantations, or go bird-watching. Discuss ecological issues with
experts.

Service Opportunities - Combine a gift of time and talents with study
opportunities.

Project and Community Visits - Dialogue with people and churches
working to overcome social and economic problems in Costa Rica.

Combined Study with V acation T ime- Extend your stay to enjoy Costa
Rica’s beaches, volcanos, and rainforests.

I For more information, e-mail bsebila@racsa.co.cr
and ask for information about group study opportunities.

FACES

of the Latin American Biblical University

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848 Fax. 283-6826 UBL.faithweb.com

IMPRESOS

CORREO AEREO - AIR MAIL



