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A diary

UBL TRAVELERS

P Elsa Tamez – Taught courses on Timothy
in Venezuela and Bolivia and gave a workshop
in New Testament in Colombia.

P Karla Kolh- Gave a course on Mission of
the Church in Honduras.

P Edwin Mora – Taught a course on Liturgy
in Honduras.

P José E. Ramírez- Taught Old Testament
courses in Guatemala, Chile, and Argentina.

P Roy May – Taught Theological Ethics at
CEDEPCA in Guatemala.

P Arturo Piedra – Visited Guatemala and the
Dominican Republic to teach Church History.

P Sara Baltodano- Taught a course on
Pastoral Counseling in Quito, Ecuador.

P Victorio Araya – Taught History and
Theology of Salvation and Popular Theology
on two different occasions at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Center in Cuba

P Guido Mahecha – Gave a courses on
Bible Study Methods at the UBL center in Lima
and in the Dominican Republic.

P Jaime Prieto – Taught courses in Church
History in Colombia.

P Daniel Chiquete – Taught Pentecostalism
at CEET in Chile.

P Margarita de la Torre – Gave course on
the History of Indigenous Spirituality in
Honduras

P Antonio Otzoy – Gave a course on the
History of Indigenous Spirituality in Venezuela
and Peru.

P Geronimo Yantalema -  Gave a course on
the History of Indigenous Spirituality at UBL in
San Jose.

P The team of José Duque, Victorio Araya y
Nidia Fonseca gave a course on Mission of
the Church in Limon, Costa Rica.

I was invited to the Protestant Center of Pastoral
Studies in Guatemala in order to take part in
the program of Women’s Biblical and Pastoral

training which took place from May 14th through
June 19th.

The activities began with a two day session in
the Church of God of the Whole Gospel in the
region of Mixco.  I had the opportunity to preach
and participate in two training workshops for
church leaders which ended up being broadened to
include other members because of their interest in
the biblical themes which we were discussing.

During the week of May 24th, we held an
intensive course on Old Testament for a study
group from CEDEPCA (The Central American
Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies) in the city
of Chiquimula.  The course was held in the
Friend’s Church in Chiquimula.

Monday, May 31st there was a training
workshop in the city of Jutiapa with the IBP study
groups in which the community leaders of the
Association of Development of Jutiapa, along with
Indigenous leaders of the region, participated.

On the first of June, I had another workshop
on biblical formation in the city of Solole.  On this
occasion there were also community leaders, this
time from the Association of Development of
Solole, along with study group students from the
region.

On Wednesday the 2nd and Thursday the 3rd

of June, I worked intensively with the CEDEPCA
personnel  We held eight work sessions in which
we analyzed current theological and pastoral
themes from the book of Ruth.

The 4th of June, a Friday, I attended a
breakfast conference in the Futura Tikal hotel.
The theme of the conference was “Christian
Television - Evangelization in a consumer
society.   The contribution of a biblical exegesis
in pastoral ministry today.”

Among others, several presidents, deans, and
professors of theological institutions were in
attendance.

During the week of the 5-12 of June, we moved
to the city of Cobán where I taught an intensive
course in Old Testament with the students in two
study groups from San Cristóbal and Cobán.  I
also worked with two groups of women from the
CEDEPCA Women’s Program in the Cobán area.

Finally, during the week of 14-18 of June, I
taught the third stage of the 107 Old Testament I

course in Guatemala City.  This intensive course
was coordinated by Angel Román, a former UBL
student.

My participation in these activities has raised the
following thoughts:

A challengeA challengeA challengeA challengeA challenge.  Through the efforts put forth by
several different theological institutions (among
them, UBL) the number of women with profes-
sional theological training has increased
significantly.  It is surprising and sad the see how
few available materials exist specifically for
women’s training in biblical and theological
studies. This lack, in my personal opinion is
scandalous.

A constantA constantA constantA constantA constant.  It is aways good to verify that, even
though not as popular as before the last few
decades, the interest of Protestant institutions for
training based directly in the study of the Bible is
still alive.  Reflection on current events, the
discussion of theological issues, and the analysis of
pastoral problems, all have as a fundamental
reference, the Bible.

An achievementAn achievementAn achievementAn achievementAn achievement.  It gives me hope to see the
flowering of a broad and constructive ecumenical
spirit.  The perception that the social reality in
which we all move is the same, and that the
pastoral problems that confront us are, essentially,
the same, has raised the necessary awareness to
overcome the doctrinal susceptibilities of the past.
It is encouraging to see ecumenical study groups
working with ecumenical materials, celebrating
liturgies with ecumenical elements, in the broad
sense of the word.  That is to say, we are seeing
communities sensitive to inter-cultural, multi-
ethnic, and gender dimensions.

An observation.  An observation.  An observation.  An observation.  An observation.  I was surprised, in a positive way,
to see a critical spirit in respect to the type of
preaching that we find in what is called ‘Christian
television” in the circles in which I participated.
The research by different church organizations on
the risks and contributions made by the television
programs suggests that the impact of this type of
‘evangelism’ is more superficial than what was
believed at first; and that the emphasis put on their
“economic success” has created reservations in
many  Christian circles that causes them to view
with caution any future development in this type of
preaching.

José. E. Ramírez-Kidd.

 of  one professor’s
visit to Guatemala

On the cover...

Francisco Blanco, affectionately
known as “Chico” to the UBL staff
runs the mailroom and wrings
near-perfect copies out of UBL’s
overused copy machine.  Chico,
one of UBL’s oldest and most
trusted employees, has been
working for the institution for 19
years.
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i n tribute to her Afro-Caribbean heritage, Tirsa
wears her long black braids proudly. Even
though people of African decent make up the

majority of the population of the Dominican Repu-
blic, she explains, discrimination is a big problem.

“In my family we were taught to be proud of who we
were, but also that we had to prove ourselves.”
Maria Cristina Ventura (known as Tirsa to one and
all) has traveled quite a ways from her island in the
Caribbean to where she is now, UBL’s newest
Biblical Studies professor. 

From the time she was a teenager, Tirsa has worked
with the Catholic Church in different ministries,
especially with young people. She even became a
Carmelite nun for a time in her country. Ironically
enough, her university studies were in chemistry,
which gave her the education and skills she needed
to work in animal pharmaceutics and ink production
in the laboratory of the sugar mill where her father
worked.

In the midst of all this science, Tirsa found time to
study at the Catholic Seminary and continue her
involvement in base eclesial communities and the
youth movement in the Catholic Church.  Her interest
in biblical studies developed when she took part in a
workshop in UBL’s sister institution in Costa Rica,
the Ecumenical Research Department (DEI).  Upon
returning to the Dominican Republic, she participated
in the Dominican  Bible Movement where she was
discovered by Milton Schwantes, a prominent
Brazilian theologian and Bible scholar. This encounter
led to a Master’s and PhD. degree at the Methodist
University in Sao Paulo, Brasil. Her doctoral thesis
focuses on the Psalms.

“I love to teach,” exclaimed Tirsa, as we sat in her
office among her books and papers. “The way we

UBL
WELCOMES
NEW
PROFESSOR

were taught the Bible was always controlled by the
priest.  I discovered that there were different ways of
reading the Bible, that it has new and different things
to say to us, especially as a woman and from my
experiences as an Afro-Caribbean woman.”

We are excited to have Tirsa at UBL.  In the five
short months she has been here, her contribution has
been strongly felt, not only as a serious scholar with a
commitment to Latin America, but because of the
new perspectives she brings and her warm and
friendly personality.

“I came to UBL because I feel an obligation to Latin
America,” Tirsa says, “and I believe there is a lot that
can be done for this continent from UBL.”

33333

By:  Elisabeth Cook

“In my
family we

were taught
to be proud

of who
we were,

but also that
we had to prove ourselves.”
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The title of this article, “Discerning the Presence
of the Spirit in our Communities”, is very thought

provoking to me.  Before identifying the forms of
the presence of the Spirit in our communities, as we
see them from Central America, I think that it is im-
portant to reflect a bit about the title.

“Discerning”:  This word means to understand our
own reality in order to eliminate confusion.  Fre-
quently, what we think of as ‘reality’ is not necessar-
ily a true reality.  As we say in Spanish, “not all that
shines is gold”.  In the Bible, for example, often
people intended to speak prophetic words but they
were not actually prophetic. They were not words of
the Spirit, but rather, words of trickery.  It was
necessary to discern this.  On the other hand, there
are other realities whose simplicity and modesty
hide a profound truth.  It was this, precisely, that
took place with the Emaus walkers.  They searched
for Jesus, but when confronted by him, were not
able to recognize him.  The reality that surrounds us
is not always obvious or evident. In many occasions
it is filled with deception, making discernment a nec-
essary task.  Discernment is the opposite of confu-
sion and we are called to not confuse.

“the Presence”: this is a term of great importance,
in the Bible as well as in other places.  Today, for
example, we speak of the presence of North Ameri-
can planes in Afghanistan, or of the presence of
signs of peace for Northern Ireland.  The word
presence can designate very different realities: threat
or hope, danger or solace.  A television ad in  Costa
Rica says that: “a good idea can become the wheel,
in electricity or in medicine...”.  The presence of the
Divine doesn’t just exist among us in one way, but in
many ways.  An interesting text from the book of
Hebrews notes: “Long ago God spoke to our an-
cestors in  many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us through
a Son” (Heb. 1,1-2).  When we speak of the Spirit,
we say that it can be expressed in many different
forms, according to the situation and need.  What is
important is the fact that, according to one Latin
American theologian, “The modes of the presence
of God condition the forms of our encounter with
Him. In humanity, if each person is the temple of
God, we will encounter God in our human encounter
with humans: (G. Gutierrez, TK 250).

Discerning the Presence of...

presence of this Spirit that we encounter in the scrip-
ture?  How can we recognize the signs of God in a
given situation and in the face of different options?
In the book of Proverbs, the Spirit is expressed as
the art of navigating, that is to say, the ability to
conduct life in a manner that is able to avoid the
dangers that threaten life and arrive at a safe port.
In Psalms, the Spirit is what inspires the celebration.
The liturgical dimension is born because of the grate-
fulness for life, of the gratitude for divine provi-
dence.  The psalmist says to God, “You cause the
grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people
to use, to bring forth food from the earth, and wine
to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face
shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart.”
(Psalms 104: 14-15).  In  Prophets, it is the Spirit
who makes the encounter with the other possible,
that is to say, who invites the recognition of the
human and divine dimensions in a specific person in
whom these dimensions are blurred because of
poverty and submission.

“in our communities”:  this refers to that which is
human, and that which is social.  The reality of Cen-
tral America is in some aspects, a chaotic reality.
From the geological point of view, Central America is
the newest part of the continent, and because of
this the ecosystem seems to always be changing:
volcanoes erupt often, the earth quakes frequently.
But socially also, it is unsteady ground with guerril-
las, galloping inflation, dictators, and massive im-
migration.

“a Central America perspective”:  in the last few
years, natural disasters and social upheaval in Cen-
tral America has generated a general deterioration
of medical services, job opportunities, access to
education, and social mobility.  Hopelessness is on
the increase.  And resentment toward the Other (the
immigrant, the indigenous, the African-american, the
unemployed).  But not all is chaos.  In the midst of
this reality new forms of solidarity, of sacrifice, of
hope, of optimism, and the  search for peace are
generated.  These are initiatives that move our com-
munities beyond immediate chaos.  It is here that we
can ask ourselves: “Where did the inspiration come
from that generated these initiatives?  Where did the
strength come from to undertake them?  From where
the courage to maintain them?  We firmly believe

By: Edwin Mora

“of the Spirit”:  The Spirit is manifested in the Bible
in various ways.  In the Torah, for example, the Spirit
is presented to us as a creative force capable of
generating life in the midst of chaos and darkness.
But, today we live in the midst of many creative
forces.  In which of these are we able to identify the

Elements that permit us to glimpse acts of theElements that permit us to glimpse acts of theElements that permit us to glimpse acts of theElements that permit us to glimpse acts of theElements that permit us to glimpse acts of the
Spirit within our midst....Spirit within our midst....Spirit within our midst....Spirit within our midst....Spirit within our midst....

The presence of the Spirit in human existenceThe presence of the Spirit in human existenceThe presence of the Spirit in human existenceThe presence of the Spirit in human existenceThe presence of the Spirit in human existence
can be discerned in:can be discerned in:can be discerned in:can be discerned in:can be discerned in:

a. The value that we put on living in constanta. The value that we put on living in constanta. The value that we put on living in constanta. The value that we put on living in constanta. The value that we put on living in constant
communion with Godcommunion with Godcommunion with Godcommunion with Godcommunion with God
b. In the capacity of forgiving others andb. In the capacity of forgiving others andb. In the capacity of forgiving others andb. In the capacity of forgiving others andb. In the capacity of forgiving others and
forgiving oneselfforgiving oneselfforgiving oneselfforgiving oneselfforgiving oneself
c. In maintaining a Eucharistic attitudec. In maintaining a Eucharistic attitudec. In maintaining a Eucharistic attitudec. In maintaining a Eucharistic attitudec. In maintaining a Eucharistic attitude

The presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities is
discerned in the transformation of crises, whichdiscerned in the transformation of crises, whichdiscerned in the transformation of crises, whichdiscerned in the transformation of crises, whichdiscerned in the transformation of crises, which
means:means:means:means:means:

a. Experiencing relationships with God in aa. Experiencing relationships with God in aa. Experiencing relationships with God in aa. Experiencing relationships with God in aa. Experiencing relationships with God in a
profound wayprofound wayprofound wayprofound wayprofound way.....
b. Learning to confront reality from our Spiri-b. Learning to confront reality from our Spiri-b. Learning to confront reality from our Spiri-b. Learning to confront reality from our Spiri-b. Learning to confront reality from our Spiri-
tualitytualitytualitytualitytuality, rather than avoiding it., rather than avoiding it., rather than avoiding it., rather than avoiding it., rather than avoiding it.
c. Perceiving God from constructive imagesc. Perceiving God from constructive imagesc. Perceiving God from constructive imagesc. Perceiving God from constructive imagesc. Perceiving God from constructive images
and affirmatives of life.and affirmatives of life.and affirmatives of life.and affirmatives of life.and affirmatives of life.

The presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities is
discerned by developing new roles as Christians.discerned by developing new roles as Christians.discerned by developing new roles as Christians.discerned by developing new roles as Christians.discerned by developing new roles as Christians.
This leads the community to:This leads the community to:This leads the community to:This leads the community to:This leads the community to:

a. Ta. Ta. Ta. Ta. Turn to those who sufferurn to those who sufferurn to those who sufferurn to those who sufferurn to those who suffer.....
b. Study biblical, theological, and pastoralb. Study biblical, theological, and pastoralb. Study biblical, theological, and pastoralb. Study biblical, theological, and pastoralb. Study biblical, theological, and pastoral
sciences with the goal of developing a bettersciences with the goal of developing a bettersciences with the goal of developing a bettersciences with the goal of developing a bettersciences with the goal of developing a better
understanding of the Spirit.understanding of the Spirit.understanding of the Spirit.understanding of the Spirit.understanding of the Spirit.

The presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities isThe presence of the Spirit in our communities is
discerned in the celebration and personal anddiscerned in the celebration and personal anddiscerned in the celebration and personal anddiscerned in the celebration and personal anddiscerned in the celebration and personal and
community experience of Spiritualitycommunity experience of Spiritualitycommunity experience of Spiritualitycommunity experience of Spiritualitycommunity experience of Spirituality.  This.  This.  This.  This.  This
means:means:means:means:means:

a. Celebrating life with a sense of gratitudea. Celebrating life with a sense of gratitudea. Celebrating life with a sense of gratitudea. Celebrating life with a sense of gratitudea. Celebrating life with a sense of gratitude
b. Experiencing and enjoying community lifeb. Experiencing and enjoying community lifeb. Experiencing and enjoying community lifeb. Experiencing and enjoying community lifeb. Experiencing and enjoying community life

The presence of the Spirit is discerned in theThe presence of the Spirit is discerned in theThe presence of the Spirit is discerned in theThe presence of the Spirit is discerned in theThe presence of the Spirit is discerned in the
development of community attitudes.  This leadsdevelopment of community attitudes.  This leadsdevelopment of community attitudes.  This leadsdevelopment of community attitudes.  This leadsdevelopment of community attitudes.  This leads
the community to:the community to:the community to:the community to:the community to:

a. Encourage building better family relation-a. Encourage building better family relation-a. Encourage building better family relation-a. Encourage building better family relation-a. Encourage building better family relation-
ships.ships.ships.ships.ships.
b. Strive for constructive resolution of con-b. Strive for constructive resolution of con-b. Strive for constructive resolution of con-b. Strive for constructive resolution of con-b. Strive for constructive resolution of con-
flictsflictsflictsflictsflicts

The presence of the Spirit in our communitiesThe presence of the Spirit in our communitiesThe presence of the Spirit in our communitiesThe presence of the Spirit in our communitiesThe presence of the Spirit in our communities
can be discerned in Tolerance.  This means to:can be discerned in Tolerance.  This means to:can be discerned in Tolerance.  This means to:can be discerned in Tolerance.  This means to:can be discerned in Tolerance.  This means to:

a. Embrace human pluralisma. Embrace human pluralisma. Embrace human pluralisma. Embrace human pluralisma. Embrace human pluralism
b. Adopt the Biblical concept that to be ab. Adopt the Biblical concept that to be ab. Adopt the Biblical concept that to be ab. Adopt the Biblical concept that to be ab. Adopt the Biblical concept that to be a
human is to be a free and equal beinghuman is to be a free and equal beinghuman is to be a free and equal beinghuman is to be a free and equal beinghuman is to be a free and equal being
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stand the tensions and ambiguities that make up our
existence.  To understand the presence of the Spirit
among us requires development of the capacity of
identifying the acts of the Spirit.  It is easy to over-
look those acts just because we don’t recognize
them.  The Spirit is present in all that we do,  strength-
ening and affirming life in every way.

In former times, Christian life was understood as an
escape from the world in order to give oneself over
to divine contemplation.  Never-the-less, from the
perspective of  Spirituality seen as commitment to
the world, we  insist on the need to see everyday
human activity as being privileged by the presence
and acts of the Spirit.  The Spirit makes itself present
in all day-to-day acts of being human that are guided
by our commitment to the world, in favor of human
well-being, of defense of the handicapped, and res-
cuing lost dignity, and lost justice. We should live
our daily lives in celebration of this presence of the
Spirit.  This celebration is not reduced to liturgical
acts, but rather is expressed in a constant commit-
ment with the environment and with the world.  God
is conceived as a God close to us, interested in
acting with us through his Spirit.  From this point of
view, the presence of the Spirit can be discerned in
our struggles of the most unfavored of our society
and in gestures of help for those that suffer.  To
visualize this presence of the Spirit we must turn
toward these disfavored groups and learn to see
the world as they do.

Edwin Mora
is the UBL academic dean.

 ...the Spirit
in our Communities

that this strength and inspiration was born of the
Spirit, because it takes superhuman strength, liter-
ally, to undertake these initiatives in the midst of
such adverse and disheartening conditions.  Be-
cause of this, we believe that non-religious forms
exist (in the traditional sense of the term), in which
the Spirit becomes embodied.

In other words, we believe that the initiatives that are
undertaken in favor of human dignity  produces
(both in those that receive these benefits and in
those that make it possible) a profound sentiment
of gratitude that  helps us to understand that when
we are committed to these tasks, we all give and we
all receive.  We are all beneficiaries in  community
struggles that permit the improvement of condi-
tions for women, for the illiterate, the elderly,  the
person with physical limitations, and the sick.  We
believe that there is a profound hidden religious
dimension here.  There is a hidden presence of the
Spirit in these activities that we call (in Spanish) “so-
cial activities, humanitarian activities, or activities of
charity”.

Central Americans live with constant upheaval, but as
we have already said, the particular circumstances
of a community define the ways of the presence of
the Spirit in our midst.  So when we ask: how do we
perceive the presence of the Spirit, we can say that
the presence of the Spirit in our communities is a
dynamic reality that seeks to affirm life and that is
discerned through  Christian experience.  As such,
the presence of the Spirit possesses all of the char-
acteristics of life itself.  In order for the develop-
ment of a meaningful Christian life, we must under-
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Anthology of
Writings by
Dr. John Stam
Published

DrDrDrDrDr. Arturo Piedra, UBL professor. Arturo Piedra, UBL professor. Arturo Piedra, UBL professor. Arturo Piedra, UBL professor. Arturo Piedra, UBL professor, is pleased to, is pleased to, is pleased to, is pleased to, is pleased to
announce the publication of announce the publication of announce the publication of announce the publication of announce the publication of Haciendo TeologíaHaciendo TeologíaHaciendo TeologíaHaciendo TeologíaHaciendo Teología
en América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teólogo delen América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teólogo delen América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teólogo delen América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teólogo delen América Latina, Juan Stam: un Teólogo del
CaminoCaminoCaminoCaminoCamino.  The newly published book is a.  The newly published book is a.  The newly published book is a.  The newly published book is a.  The newly published book is a
collection of writings, documents that revealcollection of writings, documents that revealcollection of writings, documents that revealcollection of writings, documents that revealcollection of writings, documents that reveal
issues and content from different eras andissues and content from different eras andissues and content from different eras andissues and content from different eras andissues and content from different eras and
theological, social, and political realities.  At thetheological, social, and political realities.  At thetheological, social, and political realities.  At thetheological, social, and political realities.  At thetheological, social, and political realities.  At the
same time it provides a historical record of onesame time it provides a historical record of onesame time it provides a historical record of onesame time it provides a historical record of onesame time it provides a historical record of one
person’person’person’person’person’s life in the field of theologys life in the field of theologys life in the field of theologys life in the field of theologys life in the field of theology.  The.  The.  The.  The.  The
publication attempts to honor a protestantpublication attempts to honor a protestantpublication attempts to honor a protestantpublication attempts to honor a protestantpublication attempts to honor a protestant
missionary who has immersed himself in themissionary who has immersed himself in themissionary who has immersed himself in themissionary who has immersed himself in themissionary who has immersed himself in the
socio-political problems of the continent andsocio-political problems of the continent andsocio-political problems of the continent andsocio-political problems of the continent andsocio-political problems of the continent and
tried to understand them in the light of thetried to understand them in the light of thetried to understand them in the light of thetried to understand them in the light of thetried to understand them in the light of the
biblical message.biblical message.biblical message.biblical message.biblical message.

“It gives me,’  says Arturo Piedra, editor of the“It gives me,’  says Arturo Piedra, editor of the“It gives me,’  says Arturo Piedra, editor of the“It gives me,’  says Arturo Piedra, editor of the“It gives me,’  says Arturo Piedra, editor of the
collection, “great pleasure to be a part of thiscollection, “great pleasure to be a part of thiscollection, “great pleasure to be a part of thiscollection, “great pleasure to be a part of thiscollection, “great pleasure to be a part of this
anthology of writings by Dranthology of writings by Dranthology of writings by Dranthology of writings by Dranthology of writings by Dr. John  Stam, a. John  Stam, a. John  Stam, a. John  Stam, a. John  Stam, a
theologian who, because of his contribution totheologian who, because of his contribution totheologian who, because of his contribution totheologian who, because of his contribution totheologian who, because of his contribution to
Christian thinking, holds an important place inChristian thinking, holds an important place inChristian thinking, holds an important place inChristian thinking, holds an important place inChristian thinking, holds an important place in
the current and future history of protestant Latinthe current and future history of protestant Latinthe current and future history of protestant Latinthe current and future history of protestant Latinthe current and future history of protestant Latin
America.  FortunatelyAmerica.  FortunatelyAmerica.  FortunatelyAmerica.  FortunatelyAmerica.  Fortunately, our goal to complete the, our goal to complete the, our goal to complete the, our goal to complete the, our goal to complete the
book this year coincides with  John’s 75book this year coincides with  John’s 75book this year coincides with  John’s 75book this year coincides with  John’s 75book this year coincides with  John’s 75ththththth

birthday and 50 years of living and serving inbirthday and 50 years of living and serving inbirthday and 50 years of living and serving inbirthday and 50 years of living and serving inbirthday and 50 years of living and serving in
Costa Rica along with teaching in many differentCosta Rica along with teaching in many differentCosta Rica along with teaching in many differentCosta Rica along with teaching in many differentCosta Rica along with teaching in many different
ecclesial and academic scenarios of the Spanish-ecclesial and academic scenarios of the Spanish-ecclesial and academic scenarios of the Spanish-ecclesial and academic scenarios of the Spanish-ecclesial and academic scenarios of the Spanish-
speaking continent. My interest in the comple-speaking continent. My interest in the comple-speaking continent. My interest in the comple-speaking continent. My interest in the comple-speaking continent. My interest in the comple-
tion of this anthologytion of this anthologytion of this anthologytion of this anthologytion of this anthology, is the conviction that, is the conviction that, is the conviction that, is the conviction that, is the conviction that
John’s writings are of great value that should beJohn’s writings are of great value that should beJohn’s writings are of great value that should beJohn’s writings are of great value that should beJohn’s writings are of great value that should be
recognized.  At an intelectual dimension, thoserecognized.  At an intelectual dimension, thoserecognized.  At an intelectual dimension, thoserecognized.  At an intelectual dimension, thoserecognized.  At an intelectual dimension, those
of us who were his students have always admiredof us who were his students have always admiredof us who were his students have always admiredof us who were his students have always admiredof us who were his students have always admired
his great encyclopedic capacity and creativityhis great encyclopedic capacity and creativityhis great encyclopedic capacity and creativityhis great encyclopedic capacity and creativityhis great encyclopedic capacity and creativity
that was a direct result of his passion for seriousthat was a direct result of his passion for seriousthat was a direct result of his passion for seriousthat was a direct result of his passion for seriousthat was a direct result of his passion for serious
and responsible teaching.”and responsible teaching.”and responsible teaching.”and responsible teaching.”and responsible teaching.”

Unlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a LatinUnlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a LatinUnlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a LatinUnlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a LatinUnlike many of his colleagues, Dr Stam, a Latin
American Mission missionary from the UnitedAmerican Mission missionary from the UnitedAmerican Mission missionary from the UnitedAmerican Mission missionary from the UnitedAmerican Mission missionary from the United
States, chose not to return to his country of birthStates, chose not to return to his country of birthStates, chose not to return to his country of birthStates, chose not to return to his country of birthStates, chose not to return to his country of birth
and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.and applied for Costa Rican citizenship.
Through this decision, made together with hisThrough this decision, made together with hisThrough this decision, made together with hisThrough this decision, made together with hisThrough this decision, made together with his
wife, Doris, he also became Latin American and,wife, Doris, he also became Latin American and,wife, Doris, he also became Latin American and,wife, Doris, he also became Latin American and,wife, Doris, he also became Latin American and,
from their home in San Jose, continues to sharefrom their home in San Jose, continues to sharefrom their home in San Jose, continues to sharefrom their home in San Jose, continues to sharefrom their home in San Jose, continues to share
with others his concerns for the culture of hiswith others his concerns for the culture of hiswith others his concerns for the culture of hiswith others his concerns for the culture of hiswith others his concerns for the culture of his
adopted continent.adopted continent.adopted continent.adopted continent.adopted continent.

An additional blessing found in the publicationAn additional blessing found in the publicationAn additional blessing found in the publicationAn additional blessing found in the publicationAn additional blessing found in the publication
of the book is the participation of several differentof the book is the participation of several differentof the book is the participation of several differentof the book is the participation of several differentof the book is the participation of several different
organizations:  The Latin American Mission, theorganizations:  The Latin American Mission, theorganizations:  The Latin American Mission, theorganizations:  The Latin American Mission, theorganizations:  The Latin American Mission, the
Latin American Biblical UniversityLatin American Biblical UniversityLatin American Biblical UniversityLatin American Biblical UniversityLatin American Biblical University, W, W, W, W, World Vorld Vorld Vorld Vorld Vision,ision,ision,ision,ision,
and the Latin American Theological Fraternityand the Latin American Theological Fraternityand the Latin American Theological Fraternityand the Latin American Theological Fraternityand the Latin American Theological Fraternity.....
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RIBLARIBLARIBLARIBLARIBLA (The Journal for Latin Ameri-
can Biblical Interpretation) is perhaps one
of the most prestigious and unique pub-
lications in the Latin American theologi-
cal world.  There is no fixed structure, no
connected institution, no director, no staff,
and no profit.  There isn’t even a fixed
committee.  Yet, the publication is plan-
ning for its 47th edition in its 16th year of
existence.  In case you’re having a bit of
trouble wrapping your thoughts around
this idea, here’s how it works.

Once a year there is a RIBLA meeting.
An ecumenical group of Latin American
biblical scholars, all committed to this
publication, but not necessarily the same
group every time, meets together to dis-
cuss the following year’s issues.  At this
meeting, themes are selected, writers
volunteer to submit articles under each
theme, and one or two participants vol-
unteer to be the editors for each issue.
The volunteer editors are responsible for
making sure that the writers get their
manuscripts in on time, get everything
edited, and send the journal on to the
publishers.  Of primary interest to the
group is the re-reading of the Bible from
a Latin American point of view.  Writers
are invited to take a broad view on con-
textual studies, particularly from the re-
ality of poverty in Latin America.  Noted
members of the RIBLA committee include
Elsa Tamez, Pablo Richard, Jorge
Pixley, Alicia Winters, and many other
well-known scholars.

UBL’s annual Integrated Seminar is a
special time for students and
professors alike.  The very air

seems to vibrate with fervent theological
thinking as those involved dedicate all
their waking hours to this intensive
course.  This is UBL’s most important bi-
mester of the year and is the culmination
of months of preparation by the leading
professorial team.  This year’s theme was
“Migration” and, in addition to the team
of Mireya Baltodano (Costa Rica), Jose
Duque (Colombia), and Tirsa Ventura
(Dominican Republic), involved visiting
professors, such as Marco Villaman
(Dominican Republic) and  Maryse
Brisson (Haiti).  The problems of
migrants and the Church’s response to
these problems, were discussed from
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“....not just a planning
meeting , it ’s also a time of
learning and reflection.”

The journal is published in two lan-
guages- Spanish and Portuguese.  The
publishers, Verbo Divino in Ecuador, and
Vozes, a Methodist printer in Brazil, are
also are a part of the RIBLA network.  They
are responsible for finding volunteer
translators, putting everything together,
and publish the journal at cost.  The jour-
nal is then sent all over Latin America
where participating organizations sell and
distribute the edition.

Elsa Tamez, Silvia de Lima, and Tirsa Ventura
recently attended the week-long 2004
annual meeting of RIBLA held in Brazil.

“I know a week sounds like a long time,”
stated Tamez, who has been a part of
the RIBLA committee since its inception
in 1988,  “but the meeting is not just a
planning meeting, it’s also a time of
learning and reflection.”

The mornings of the RIBLA conference
are spent in study and discussion of a
biblical text and the afternoons are usu-
ally spent in planning sessions and prac-
tical distribution, sales, etc.  As the par-
ticipants are from all over the continent,
they also discuss current trends in bibli-
cal study in their own countries, particu-
larly at a grassroots level.  By the end of
the week, the entire next year of RIBLA
is planned.

The meeting is held the third week of April
each year and, for the first time ever, will
be held at UBL in 2005.

theological, biblical, and pastoral points of
view, as is the custom in the Integrated

Seminar.  Many of the students are already
working with internally displaced persons

in their own countries and had much to
contribute to the classroom discussion.

The 2004 Integrated Seminar was smaller
than usual with a total of twenty-five

enrolled students.  For the first time in
many years, the women students seriously

outnumbered the men, sixteen to nine.
There were eight denominations repre-

sented (Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist,
Baptist, Mennonite, Pentecostal, Christian

Missionary Alliance, and Lutheran) and
thirteen countries (Dominican Republic,

Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Costa Rica,
Canada, Venezuela, Colombia, Peru,

Mexico, Bolivia, El Salvador, and Brazil).

UBL’S
ANNUAL

INTEGRATED
SEMINAR HELD
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UBL dean, Edwin Mora recently returned to Costa Rica after two
months in the Girard medical Center of St. Joseph Hospital in
Philadelphia.  As a practicum for his Master’s degree thesis on
Spirituality and drug rehabilitation, Mora spent a total of 250
hours working with recovering drug addicts.

“I wanted to work with heroin addicts,’ said Mora.  “Here in
Costa Rica we don’t have a big problem with heroin, so there is
not a drug rehabilitation center for this type of addict.  Through
the help of fellow students, I found out about the Girard Medical
Center and was able to arrange my practicum there.”

“The experience was very good,” added Mora. “We operated as
an interdisciplinary team... doctors, therapists, and counselors,
working both with group therapy and also with individual
counseling.”

Mora is currently working on his thesis for his second Master’s
degree.  He hopes to soon finish his studies for the degree in
drug dependencies from the Ibero-American consortium, which
is sponsored by the Organization of American States.

THE UBL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT  creeps
forward, a bit at a time, as the fourth work team for the two-
apartment building began the process of putting the interior

walls in place.  Eleven workers from the First United Methodist
Church in Sikeston, Missouri, arrived in San Jose on June 26th.
Part of the crew attached sheets of drywall to the metal frames

while others applied joint compound and tape to transform it all
into smooth walls and ceilings.  The last two days of the

workweek, the group began to lay tile on the kitchen floor.

In a gesture appreciated by all in attendance, the Sikeston team
cooked a traditional Southern meal of chicken and dumplings
and blackberry cobbler for the UBL community.  Staff, profes-

sors, and students filled the dining area to enjoy the first shared
meal actually prepared by a work team.

After their week of hard labor, the group spent a few days
soaking their sore muscles in the hot springs of La Fortuna

while watching the Arenal Volcano fireworks.

Two more work teams are expected in the next month to take
up where this team left off.  It is UBL’s hope to have the first

apartment ready to live in by the beginning of next year.

UBL
DEAN VISITS

PHILADELPHIA
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More Work Teams Needed

Don’t miss an opportunity to visit one of the world’s
most beautiful countries while serving the Church of

Latin America.  Several more work teams are needed for
the completion of the first floor apartment of UBL’s new
construction project.  If you are interested in putting

together a team to visit Costa Rica, please contact
Jeannie McGinnis at bsebila@racsa.co.cr.
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 IMPRESOS

CORREO AEREO - AIR MAIL

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    UBL.faithweb.com

 of the Latin American Biblical University

F A C E S

Explore Latin American Culture and Theology at the Latin American
Biblical University in San José, Costa Rica.

I

Group Study Opportunies

UBL offers:

Renowned Professors - Study groups have access to UBL professors,
many of whom are outstanding in their fields.

Ecological T ourism - Explore tropical rainforests, volcanoes, banana &
coffee plantations, or go bird-watching.  Discuss ecological issues with
experts.

Service Opportunities - Combine a gift of time and talents with study
opportunities.

Project and Community Visits - Dialogue with people and churches
working to overcome social and economic problems in Costa Rica.

Combined Study with V acation T ime- Extend your stay to enjoy Costa
Rica’s beaches, volcanos, and rainforests.

For more information, e-mail bsebila@racsa.co.cr
and ask for information about group study opportunities.


