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On February 5-11, UBL held it's con-
tinuing education seminar, one of
the most important activities in the

academic life of the institution. The theme
of this year's seminar was “Theological
polyphony as an alternative to the homo-
genizing voice of globalization”.  The
invited speaker for the event was Dr. Raúl
Fornét-Betancourt, professor of Philosophy
at the University of Bremen, Germany. The
focus of his participation was to develop an
inclusive and dialogical pedagogy. All fac-
ulty members of UBL and its centers in
Latin America, as well as some students,
participated in the seminar.

Dr. Fornét made three presentations to
which members of the faculty responded
before inviting an open discussion. The
presentations emphasized a) contributions
from the study of inter-culturality as an
alternative to globalization [respondents:
Tirsa Ventura (UBL) and Amilcar Ulloa
(PROMESA-Colombia]; b) Doing theology
in the context of the dialogue between cul-
tures in Latin America, a presentation that
was enriched by the perspectives offered by
Marlen Dell (CTC-Costa Rica) and Antonio
Otzoy (UBL-Guatemala); c) Indigenous
traditions as a challenge for doing theolo-
gy in Latin America respondents:
Margarita de la Torre (ISEA-Ecuador) and
César Llanco (San Pablo Andean
Seminary-Perú).

The speaker challenged UBL to examine its
theological discourse usual forms of teach-
ing, to recognize the rhythm that the sys-
tem of neo-liberal globalization imposes
on us, and to think and dream into the
past, recovering individual and collective
memories, the roots of our cultures, and
ancestral wisdom.  “If we don't stop, we

can't retain,” he stated. Dr. Fornét proposes
that the alternative to globalization is
inter-culturality, a way of living that gener-
ates its own reality. He challenged us to
build realities based on the dialogue of
memories and to cultivate time for conver-
sation and silence, as a means for recog-
nizing our own cultural limitations and
those of our theological discourses as well
as the mystery of the difference in others. It
is a challenge to learn how to talk about
God inter-culturally.

The theme of this seminar stems from
UBL's vision and vocation for being a place
where a diversity of theological and cultur-
al voices from the Latin American conti-
nent can be heard. We are challenged us to
continue to build bridges for communica-
tion and exchange with different kinds of
wisdom, in keeping with the perspective of
the Kingdom of God, which we understand
to be the utopia that calls us to participate
in the inclusive project of Jesus of
Nazareth.

Thus, women and men from various Latin
American and Caribbean countries, joined
together by their connection to UBL, were
challenged in our teaching, our theologi-
cal reflection, our commitment of faith.
We have been challenged to develop and
practice  inclusive and dialogical peda-
gogy, rejecting any proposal for “one
voice” and affirming inter-culturality as an
alternative for life. The discussion made us
aware of our many differences, but not in
a way that generates distance between us,
rather as an opportunity and a challenge
to continue walking together in service to
our churches and our people through the
ministry of theological education. 

Daniel Chiquete
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Flor Palmar , leader in the 
"Christ , the Only Hope" church,
par ticipates in an Indigenous 

Project seminar held in the Wayú 
region of Venezuela.  The seminar

was led by Antonio Ot zoy .  
The project is in its third year and

is funded by Br yn Mawr
Presby terian Church.

In F eb., UBL pr of essor
Dr. Roy Ma y led an intensi ve cour se in
Wesle yan Theolo gy to thir ty-thr ee
Methodist pastor s fr om the emer ging
United Methodist c hur ches in
Hondur as , Guatemala, and Nicar agua.
The cour se w as sponsor ed b y the
Gener al Boar d of Global Ministries of
the United Methodist Chur ch and coor -
dina ted b y R ev. Lyssette P er ez. The
cour se is par t of an initia ti ve of the
GBGM to ad dr ess the need of
emer ging c hur ches in La tin America
and will also be gi ve in Ecuador ,
Colombia, and Venezuela.

UBL Holds 
Annual 

Continuing       
Education 
Seminar

UBL Hosts Emerging
Methodist Pastors



C
osta Rica is a country in which family
matters.  Several generations of a family
often live on the same street, or even the
same piece of property.  Weekends in this

country are filled with family traditions.  Men of
the family get together to play soccer or to watch it
on TV while the women play with the children and
grandchildren.  This weekend of basking in the
contentment of being surrounded by one's family
prepares and fortifies one for a new week of work.

So, when Nidia Rodriguez was asked to accept
a job that meant that not only would she be com-
mitted to others besides her family on the week-
ends, but also on holidays such as Christmas Eve,
it was no small thing.   But to become the first pas-
tor to be ordained by the denomination of the
American Baptist Church of Costa Rica was also no
small thing.  And to Nidia, it was completely unex-
pected.

She grew up, one of seven children, in San
Jose.  Nidia's mother became a Christian before her
daughter was born so some of Nidia's first memo-
ries took place in the church.  She became a
Sunday School teacher at the very early age of
twelve, teaching preschoolers.  But as many do, she
fell away from the church as she became older.
She got married, had three children, and began to
remember her own life as a child growing up in
the Church.

“I wanted my children to have the experience
of growing up in the Church, just as I did,” she
recalls. 

When Nidia made the move back into the
Church, she jumped in with both feet.  She  began
to attend the local American Baptist church and
was soon back into teaching Sunday School.  She
also volunteered to help with the church adminis-
tration and began to take classes at the Baptist
Institute, a diploma level institution.

“I didn't have in mind being a pastor, or real-
ly being involved any more than I already was,”
says Nidia.  “I just wanted to learn.”

She enjoyed the learning process, which gave
her a thirst for more.  So she began to take distance
classes from UBL.  She enjoyed the classes but soon
found that she couldn't raise children, put them
through college, teach Sunday school, volunteer in
the church, and still have time and money for tak-
ing classes.  So, she stopped.

NIDIA R O D R I G U E Z

Balancing family and ChurchBalancing family and Church

By: J eannie McGinnis
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Fast forward ten years...............
The church to which Nidia belongs lost their

pastor and formed a committee to search for a new
one.  (“A male pastor,” added Nidia)  To the
amazement of the committee, as well as Nidia, the
congregation, citing her commitment to the
church and her many capabilities, asked for Nidia
to assume the position.

“It was a bit of a crisis,” she admitted with a
laugh.  “I had never thought about being a pastor.
It isn't common to have a woman as a pastor in
the Baptist church here.  It came as a complete
surprise.”

She requested a period of three months to
think about it.  But she immediately realized that
this was what she wanted.  A six month trial was
agreed on by all involved and Nidia became
“Pastor Nidia”.  For the first time in her life, she
was receiving a salary for her work in the Church.
The six months went by rapidly and Nidia began to
rack up a whole succession of “firsts”, both per-
sonal and for the Church.  She and her husband
separated and then divorced, which the congrega-
tion had to accept.  She became the Vice President
of the Board of Directors of the denomination, the
first time for a woman to have that position in
Costa Rica.  

All of this made Nidia realize that she must,
must continue her studies.  

“With the responsibility that I face every day
in leading a congregation,  I wanted to feel more

secure in my educational foundation.” 
An American Baptist church in the US helped

her out by providing a scholarship and Nidia, for-
mer wife, mother, administrator, and pastor, and
Vice President of the Board, now became a UBL
student.

“UBL is known for the quality of its professors
and the depth of studies that it offers.  And I really
like the ecumenical aspect. Studying with students
from so many different cultures and denomina-
tions promotes respect for others. The other insti-
tutions that I looked at did not have the same
quality of professors as UBL does.  They lacked
strength in their programs.”

Nidia is finishing up her thesis in order to
graduate with a Bachelor's degree and has already
applied for the Licentiate program, requesting a
scholarship from UBL.  In the meantime, she
achieved another “first”, becoming the first
American Baptist pastor to be ordained at a
denominational level in Costa Rica.

There are already rumblings and rumors
about the possibility of Nidia teaching at the
Baptist Theological Center, an institution that
teaches more on the level of laity rather than pas-
toral training.  Nidia admits that she has been
asked.  More than once.  But she says that, even
though she thinks that this may indeed be a part of
her future, she's not ready yet.

“I can't teach yet,” she states firmly, “I've still
got more to learn first.”



When w e speak of theo -
lo gical educa tion b y
distance lear ning in

Latin America, we'r e talking a bout
the Uni ver sidad Bib líca

Latinoamericana. It just can't be an y-
thing else . UBL is kno wn to those of us

who stud y conte xtualiz ed theolo gy as the
essential uni ver sity tha t both n ur tur es our
thought pr ocesses and enric hes our actions in
our o wn conte xts .

UBL gi ves its students the oppor tunity to be
a par t of tha t br oad conte xt w hic h is called La tin
America, but w hic h is “our” Latin America.. the
Latin America of the Indig enous , Afr o-descen -
dants , and Mestiza.

I w as a t UBL-Costa Rica f or six months last
year and a bsolutel y lo ved e ver y min ute of it.
The e xperience of being with f ello w students
fr om all o ver this continent, in ad dition to some
fr om other countries , gave me the oppor tunity to
be a member of a hug e w or ld wide f amil y.

In m y o wn countr y, Venezuela, I ha ve look ed
forw ar d to eac h of the man y visits of the pr of es -
sor s tha t put us in contact with people thr ough -
out La tin America tha t ar e pr eparing f or the
ser vice of God and the Chur ch. Each pr of essor
does his/her best to mak e us f eel a par t of the
UBL netw or k. The most r ecent visit of
Pr of essor Elisa beth Cook to Venezuela put me in
mind of the the w or ds of the Gospel w hic h sa y:
“Go to the people of all na tions and mak e them
my disciples .. ” (Mat. 28:19) 

UBL tak es educa tion to the people ... thou -
sands and thousands of us w ho do not ha ve the
ability to a ttend a r esidenc y pr ogram in or der to
complete our theolo gical educa tion.

Eliza beth assur es us in her UBL c lasses , as
do all the other visiting UBL pr of essor s, tha t
eac h and e ver y one of us students is a funda -
mental par t of an or ganiza tion tha t has a histor y.
They mak e us a par t of the histor y tha t is still
being written in La tin America. While the tr adi -

tional model of educa tion demands tha t students
spend a cer tain n umber of year s in r esidence a t
their uni ver sity of choice , UBL has sho wn us tha t
a uni ver sity can bring its kno wledg e and teac hing
to us and mak es us pr ota gonists of a pr ocess of
lear ning tha t is both humanist and r evolutionar y.

When pr of essor s suc h as Eliza beth Cook,
José Duque , Guido Mahec ha, Mir eya Baltodano ,
Violeta R oc ha, etc . ar e pr esent in one of the
af filia ted center s, I think tha t eac h student in tha t
center becomes the subject of a liber ating
pr ocess tha t is f ar better than tr aditional educa -
tion. It is lik e r eli ving P aulo F reir e in this educa -
tional pr ocess tha t mar ks the r oute of a uni ver si -
ty le vel theolo gical educa tion tha t is neither in
the “banking model” or r epetiti ve. Together , we
ar e cr eating a ne w, liber ating , theolo gical think -
ing .

Each center in eac h countr y, along with its
students , is a co- mana ger of a moder n theolo g-
ical pr ocess , alter nati ve and inte grati ve. In this
educa tional model all of us ar e par ticipants in
the c hang es tha t ar e ha ppening and will ha ppen
in our La tin America and in other par ts of the
wor ld.

Theolo gical educa tion is educa tion f or lif e
and a bout lif e and this is demonstr ated to us
thr ough the pr esence of Elisa beth and other UBL
pr of essor s w ho fr equentl y visit eac h af filia ted
center and stud y g roup  thr oughout our conti -
nent. These visits and c lasses gi ven a t af filia ted
center s r eaf fir m tha t the uni ver sity has no bor -
der s and it is tr ul y pol yphonic , multi-ethnic , and
ecumenical.

The best trib ute tha t w e as students can r en-
der to UBL, is to al ways be concious of the
kno wledg e acquir ed in its c lassr ooms, and of our
pr of essor s. As a La tin American, I ha ve the c hal -
leng e to mak e my kno wledg e and tools acquir ed
in the uni ver sity be of use to the men and
women who ar e b uilding a ne w wor ld in our
di ver se La tin America, a ne w society , a better
wor ld of justice and dignity .

“T HE ESSENTIAL UNIVERSITY”
A STUDENTPERSPECTIVE

By Obed Juan Vizcaíno Najera - 
Maracaibo, V enezuela

In this educational
model all of us are
participants in the
changes that are
happening and 

will happen in our
Latin America and

in other parts of 
the world.



THREEFACESOF THEOLOGICALEDUCATION

By José Enrique R amírez -
San José, Costa Rica

A PROFESSOR'SPERSPECTIVE

I
n Dec. of last year, I was invited to give a
course in Biblical Studies in Santo Domingo
(The Dominican Republic), held on the
campus of a Pentecostal seminary.  The par-
ticipants were both Catholic and protestant

theological students.  On the first day, I looked out
at a class of about fifty students varying in age, reli-
gious background, and academic training and real-
ized that  I was facing a group with extraordinary
pastoral experience.   Years of working as a profes-
sor gives one the capacity to notice little details
which at first glance, would be unnoticeable: body
language,  aspects of their lives which are men-
tioned during classroom discussions, tone of voice,
perception of reality, and personal maturity in the
face of life's paradoxes. Among the many faces in
the group, there were three which made strong
impressions on me.    Let me tell you a little bit
about these three people that I was able to get to
know through this course.  

Estrella is a black woman about 33 years old, from a
large and poor family, born with few possibilities for
upper level academic studies.   What captured my
attention was her intelligence and an ability to
express herself verbally more often found in people
with much higher levels of education.   Her opinions
were sharp and discerning.  She described her expe-
riences with a profound passion.  Her words were
correct and precise.  I was impressed by the enthusi-
asm and passion that was reflected each time she
spoke in class.   There must be a marvelous story
behind all of this.   During coffee break one day, I sat
next to her and we talked briefly.   She's torn, on the
one hand, by a profound personal longing to study,
and on the other, by the difficult family reality that
impedes this dream.  It is a personal battle that has
marked her life throughout the years.   She vacillates
between the acknowledgement of her intellectual
talent, which makes her long for an academic
career, and the urgent material needs of her family,
that make it necessary for her to work to put food on
the table.   The passion that I saw in her came from
the conflict, common in Latin America, with which
she had struggled for years. For her, the possibility to
study theology was the achievement of the dream.
Oh, for the opportunity to implant in other women
like her, the tenacity needed to strive for one's goals
and the strength to not let them fall by the wayside
because of adverse circumstances.  In this case, the-
ological education carries a symbolic value:  to edu-
cate oneself means to overcome adversity, to discov-

er that which is more meaningful in the service that
promotes life and hope in others.   For Estrella, the-
ological education means the expression of her per-
sonal dream.   

Caridad is a small woman, very thin, some 60 years
old, Caridad is not Dominican.  She arrived on the
island a few years ago and since then has dedicated
herself to teaching adult literacy.  At first her physi-
cal appearance gave me the impression of frailty.
Soon I realized that she had a grueling work sched-
ule.  She continually travels to distant villages under
extremely difficult conditions.  In addition to devel-
oping educational materials, she has had a radio
program dedicated to literacy for many years. In the
middle of all that, she maintains a countenance that
radiates happiness and deep peace.   She shows the
joy of a person who feels that her life  has meaning
as she spends it in the service to others.  I have often
wondered, what possible motivation can someone of
her maturity have to take classes together with other
students who could be her grandchildren?   Above
all, where did this joy of life and vitality originate in
a person who, according to what I was informed
later, had to work so hard to carry out her mission?
I saw a person who lives outside her country of ori-
gin, “aging”, “alone”, and only by her very presence
is capable of filling an entire classroom with opti-
mism and joy.   I must confess that her presence
made me ask myself more than once, what do I have
to teach someone like her?  This was on my mind
when, during a break, I talked with her.  She looked
at me with a kind-hearted gaze and said, “So  much
I have learned and enjoyed this course”.  Her unex-
pected words made me remember that theological
education, more than just teaching, is to walk
together and mutually learn those basic attitudes
that promote life in all of its dimensions.  Age, ori-
gin, conditions in which we work, all of these come
second in the service.   At this moment, theological
education took on the face of personal sacrifice, the
ultimate objective of Christian love.    

María: a young lawyer, mother of two daughters, has
worked for years as legal counsel for abused women.
Throughout her career she has been faced with
many situations of injustice and extreme pain.  On
one hand, she realized that many of the conflicts
that these women live through leave permanent psy-
chological damage. On the other hand she knows,
that like Job, her answer in the face of the pain of
these people is often insufficient or inadequate.

María has learned to relate specific biblical verses
with certain everyday circumstances, but nothing
more.  The problems of these women are more com-
plicated.  They don't need brief religious explana-
tions.  They long for security, understanding, and
someone to listen to their pain and confusion.
María feels that she needs to have, in addition to sen-
sitivity and compassion, a  solid theological and pas-
toral training that permits her to understand these
situations in all their complexity.   She has had to
revise many of her theological conceptions and
abandon easy explanations to complex problems.
All of this has challenged María to change, to see the
Bible in a new and different way.  Convinced that
legal answers are not enough, she asks how to help
these women to find a strength to overcome such
profound scars in their lives.  In theological train-
ing, María finds the mechanism to permit her to
help these women achieve a transition to a normal
life.  To her, the face of theological education is a
tool that makes it possible to express human com-
passion. 

Today we live in a world in which faces are very
important, but more the faces of artists and famous
people.  If a modern singer tints her hair green, or
if a dog bites an actor, it is news that causes furor
among the millions of fans and that news travels
quickly around the world .  But if a mother cares for
her paralyzed daughter with the same tenderness
and enthusiasm for 25 years, this...... this is a trivial
thing.     

Our world consists of neon lights, in which success
stories are promoted.  But it is a success that the
great majority of people to not have access to.  They
are stories and faces of fantasy.  But there is anoth-
er reality, that of the millions who cannot escape
the conflicts of life but maintain their given word,
stand firm in difficult moments, and are there when
their loved ones need them.  Perhaps there is noth-
ing “cool” in their stories, because they are stories
of hope, self-denial, giving, of struggling for a
dream, and these things are not considered “cool”.
They are stories that are given in anonymity, with-
out lights and cameras, but they have a deep value
because they are filled with love and the joy of life.
It is this hidden face of theological education that I
see when I look at the faces in a class room such as
in the Dominican Republic and which I want to
share.



UBL student spends
four months 
in Canada

By  Moisés Medr ano

Four months in Canada (or an ywher e
else f or tha t ma tter) ar en't enough to
pr ovide a r eal under standing of the
countr y itself , but the oppor tunity tha t
I had to spend a semester as an
exchang e student a t the Eman uel
Theolo gical Seminar y in Tor onto w as a
tr ansf or ming e xperience .

Despite the pr oblems inher ent in suc h
an e xperience - dif ficulties in g etting a
visa, speaking in a second langua ge,
etc . - it w as g reat to see , feel and
appr ecia te w hat lif e w as lik e f or other
people . I r ecei ved r espect, caring , and
af fection as w ell as some sk epticism.
The e xperience led me to a better self-
under standing and dee per a ppr ecia -
tion of the land of my bir th, Nicar agua,
and the educa tion tha t I ha ve r ecei ved.

It's m y hope tha t man y mor e per sons
fr om the UBL will ha ve the c hance to
tak e ad vanta ge of this type of experi -
ence w hic h is a vaila ble to us thanks to
the Inter national Netw or k of Advanced
Theolo gical Educa tion (IN ATE), tha t
pr omotes and suppor ts student
exchang es . Besides of fering me a
chance f or academic stud y in another
countr y, my time in Canada put me in
contact with a di ver sity of people fr om
dif fer ent conte xts tha t ar e tr ying to
chang e the w or ld into a place w her e
ever yone fits in. I thank God f or the
many people tha t helped me and f or
this oppor tunity . Moisés Medr ano,UBL
student fr om Nicar agua.

Feminist D.Min.
course held 

at UBL

The San F rancisco Theolo gical Seminar y
held an intensi ve cour se f or it's F eminist
D.Min. Colle gian Gr oup a t UBL on J an 2-
14. The cour se , Contextual Reading of
the Bible from a Latin American
Perspective, was or ganiz ed b y Letty
Russell and Shannon Clar kson along with
the par ticipa tion of UBL pr of essor s,
Violeta R oc ha, Elsa Tamez, Tir sa Ventur a,
and pr of essor emeritus , Ir ene F oulk es .
Dr. Janet Ma y w as not a par ticipa ting pr o-
fessor in the e vent, but is the thesis 

guide f or De br a Gar cia, one of the pr o-
gram's students . Ele ven students coming
fr om six dif fer ent countries w er e in a tten -
dance f or the tw o w eek cour se . The
Bib le w as studied fr om the La tin
American per specti ve as w ell as tha t of
the par ticipants , with an emphasis on
how cultur e and g ender af fect the under -
standing of the scriptur es .

LESCO comes to UBL

Costa Rican sign langua ge,
called LESCO , is becom -
ing mor e popular .
The of ficial lan -
gua ge of the
deaf , it has been
adopted as the
langua ge of tha t
cultur e. The deaf
community in Costa
Rica has str engthened
and consolida ted in the
past f ew y ear s. The majority of
deaf childr en her e lear n sign langua ge
as their ma ter nal langua ge, and open cour ses of LESCO f or the hearing ar e
taught in the Costa Rican pub lic uni ver sities , as w ell as in c huc hes and other
places . Recentl y, various ecc lesiastic institutions ha ve been concer ned f or the
spiritual f or mation of this popula tion, realizing tha t man y deaf per sons do not
read the Bib le in Spanish due to dif ficulties in r eading and writing .

For tw o y ear s, Dr. Elsa Tamez has been stud ying Costa Rican sign langua ge. Now,
as a consultant f or the United Bib le Society , she is in c har ge of a UBL pr oject to
video ta pe the tr ansla tion into LESCO of various Bib lical stories , inc luding a con -
te xtual commentar y  in light of the r eality of the deaf community . In the accom -
panying photo , the team of LESCO tr ansla tor s meet a t UBL to stud y the te xt of
Luk e 2: 1-20, the fir st r eading to be tr ansla ted in the ne w pr oject.

Moisés Medrano - center

Dr. Letty Russell and student, Colleen Chun



O
n behalf of the Latin American
Biblical University, it was a privi-
lege for Violeta Rocha and Jeannie
McGinnis to accept the Richard
Shaull World Wide Ministries

Award from Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church.
UBL is grateful for the opportunity to join
together in the Bible and Culture research proj-
ect of the University, as we explore how culture
has influenced our way of reading and under-
standing the Bible and propose alternative
approaches that take into account cultural
diversity both in the Bible and among those
who read and interpret the Scriptures.   It is
especially meaningful for the institution to be
receiving the Richard Shaull award, because of
the special place Dr Shaull has had, and con-
tinues to have, in the life and challenging real-
ity of Latin America. We trust that through this
project that has been awarded, UBL will be able
to contribute to extending Dr. Shaull's prophet-
ic voice through the prism of the great cultural
diversity of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Richard Shaull's impact on theological reflec-
tion in Latin America dates back to the early
1950's during his service in Brazil. Through
his teaching and writing, Shaull's voice
brought winds of renewal to theologies and
church models tarnished by time.  “What is
important for  Christians is not triumph or fail-
ure, but rather the authenticity of life in
response to the powerful redemptive acts of
God's grace in history,” stated Shaull.  This
emphasis on the presence of God and God's
word in the every day reality of every day people
inspires the Bible and Culture project to ques-
tion theologies and interpretations of the
Scriptures that favor a dominant culture per-
spective and ignore the diversity of cultures and
experiences on this continent. 

UBL has been privileged to work together with
Richard Shaull and Bryn Mawr Pres. Church as
a community of faith where this intercultural

vision is revived
by the spirit of
God. In recent
years Dr. Shaull
participated at
UBL in an inter-
disciplinary semi-
nar on “Ecclesio-
logical perspec-
tive in Latin
America” as we looked forward to the new mil-
lennium. His research on the Pentecostal
movement in Latin America has been a signif-
icant contribution to theological education on
this continent where the most numerous and
fastest growing churches are Pentecostal.
During that same visit, Nancy spearheaded
UBL's One Million Women Campaign, the
result of which is the campus we inaugurated
in 1999 and the opportunity for thousands
from around the world to honor women who
have been important in their lives and in histo-
ry.  Dick and Nancy, along with their church,
have accompanied UBL in this institution's
concern for providing a theological education
that responds to and is enriched by the cultur-
al diversity of our countries, more specifically
through the “Indigenous education project”
inaugurated two years ago. 

May Dr Shaull's challenge to our understand-
ing of true ecumenicism lead us further along
this path: “The ecumenical movement does
not fulfill its calling in the unity of the church,
it must seek that same unity among peoples,
and the dialogue between cultures is indispen-
sable for this task.”  May the breath of the spir-
it that fell on the Christian community at
Pentecost and that inspired the life and think-
ing of Richard Shaull, bring us together as tes-
timonies of renewal. May we continue to testify
to the renewing grace of the Spirit in the reaf-
firming of cultures and spiritualities of our
African, Indigenous, Mestizo, Asian and
European peoples.
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UBL of fer s:

Re n owned Pr of essor s-  St udy gr o u p s
h ave access t o UBL pr of essor s ,

ma ny of w hom ar e known t hr oughout
t he wor l d f or  t hei r  cont r i but i ons t o

bi bl i cal  and t heol ogi cal  st udi es.

Ec ol ogi cal  Tour i sm-  Expl or e t r opi cal  
r ai nf or est s, vol c anoes, banana & 
cof fee pl ant at i ons, or  go bi r d - wat ch -
i ng. Di scuss ecol ogi cal  i ssues wi t h
ex per t s. Ser v i ce Oppor t uni t i es-  
Combi ne a gi f t  of t i me and t al ent s 
wi t h st udy oppor t uni t i es.
Pr oj ec t  and Communi t y V i si t s-  
Di al og wi t h peopl e and chur c hes 

w or ki ng t o over come soci al  and 
ec onomi c  pr o bl ems i n Cost a Ri ca.

Combi ned St udy wi t h Va c at i on Ti me-
Ex t end your  st ay t o enj oy Cost a

Ri ca’ s  beach e s, vol c anoes,
and r ai nf or est s.

For mor e inf or m ation,
e-mail ubila@ice .co .cr 

and ask f or inf or m ation 
about g roup

stud y oppor tunities .


