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uing education semimeaof that the alternative to globalization is
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academic life of the institution. Theatesnits own redlitychallenged us to LB_'—%ETHQ’Q

of this year's seminar was “Theolodjiaitl realities based on the dialogue of

polyphony as an alternative to the heenweries and to cultivate time for convewms

genizing voice of globalization”. Theation and silence, as a means for recog
invited speaker for the eveRtaiihs Drizing our own cultural limitations and
Fornét-Betancourt, professor of Phtlussplo§ our theological discourses as wel
at the University of Bremen, Germarsythe mystery of the difference in others.
focus of his participation was to deisbptailenge to learn how to talk about

inclusive and dialogical pedlatagy God inteulturally

ulty members of UBL and its centers in

Latin America, as well as some stutibatieme of this seminar stems from
participated in the seminar UBL's vision and vocation for being a p

where a diversity of theological and cu
Dr Fornét made three presentationalt@oices from the Latin Amerfican con
which members of the faculty resporeedan be heardré\thallenged us to
before inviting an open discussion.cbméinue to build bridges for cemmun
presentations emphasized a) contriitiansl exchange with different kinds
from the study ofdulterrality as an wisdom, in keeping with the perspecti
alternative to globalization [respondeatKingdom of God, which we unders
Tirsa&htura (UBL) and Amilcar Ulloi be the utopia that calls us to particip

(PROMESA-Colombia]; b) Doing thiadlminclusive project of Jesus of
in the context of the dialogue betwéarargth.
tures in Latin America, a presentation that

was enriched by the perspectives offaredviiymen and men from various Latir
Marlen Dell (CTC-Costa Rica) and Amienidan and Caribbean countries, joined
Otzoy (UBL-Guatemala); c¢) Indigeriogsther by their connection to UBL, were
traditions as a challenge for deing ttelenged in our teaching, our theologi
gy in Latin America respondents: cal reflection, our commitment of faith.
Margarita deda€l (ISEA-Ecuador) anelhave been challenged to develop and Mgy
César Llanco (San Pablo Andean practice inclusive and dialogical peda

Seminary-Peru). gogyejecting any proposal for “one
voice” and affirmingciniteirality as an

The speaker challenged UBL to exal@netise for life. The discussion made us
theological discourse usual forms aivweaelof our many differences, but not in

ing, to recognize the rhythm that the sy that generates distance between us,(lh tdb R ev Lystb
tem of neo-liberal globalization imp@hsr as an opportunity and a challenge
on us, and to think and dream into th&ontinue walking together in service to
past, recovering individual and collectivehurches and our people through the

memories, the roots of our culturesmamidtry of theological education.

ancestral wisdom. “If we don't stop, we

Daniel Chiquete
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NIDIAR ODRIGUEZ

a Rica is a country in which family
matters. Several generations of a family
often live on the same street, or even the

e piece of projggeiends in this
country are filled with family traditions. Men of
the family get together to play soccer or to Wa;]h it

on TV while the women play with the children
grandchildren. This weekend of basking in t Al of this
contentment of being surrounded by one's fam -
prepares and fortifies one for a new week of wq made _N idia

So, when Nidia Rodriguez was asked to acg reaiz e
a job that meant that not only would she be col tha t she m ust,
mitted to others besiQes her family-on _the wel m ust contin ue
ends, but also on holidays such as Christmas .
it was no small thing. But to become the first q her studies

tor to be ordained by the denomination of t
American Baptist Church of Costa Rica was alst

small thing. And to Nidia, it was completely unex . ' .
pected. Fast forwad ten years............. secure in my educational foundation.”

She grew up, one of seven children, in diis church to which Nidia belongs lost th&in American Baptist church in the US help
Jose. Nidia's mother became a Christian Héasieryd formed a committee to search foemméwy providing a scholarship and Nidia, f
daughter was born so some of Nidia's firsPRRemd A male pastdded Nidiap tfie mer wife,. maothdministratand pastod
ries took place in the church. She bec%Wf’éZ%mer_“ of th_e_ committee, as yvell as Nidia,Rnesident of the Board, now became a |
Sunday School teacher at the very earhF@g@regation, citing her commitment testtitent. o
twelve, teaching preschoolers. But as marﬁhHﬂf@ﬁ@d her many capabilities, asked for NIdBL is known for the quality of its professc

fell away from the church as she becamk® ggRyme the position. and the depth of studies that it offers. And | re
She got married, had three children, and begéﬁ was a bit of a crisis,” she admitted Wih the ecumenical aspect. Studying with stud

“I had never thought about being afpast@o many different cultures and denomin

remember her own life as a child growind®8"n

the Church. t isn't common to have a woman as a pdgtos ipromotes respect for others. Fhe other i
“| wanted my children to have the expeqrilgng@ptist church here. It came as a ctutipiesethat | looked at did not have the san
of growing up in the Church, just as | did?“ré?{'@e-" quality of professors as UBL does. They la

recalls. She requested a period of three morstinentgth in their programs.”

When Nidia made the move back ini§ifeabout it. But she immediately realized tNatia is finishing up her thesis in order tc
Church, she jumped in with both feet. Shéhﬁe\ﬂéﬁ what she wanted. A six month tglaidyase with a Bachglor's degree and has qlr(
to attend the local American Baptist churffsRd on by all involved and Nidia beppfiesl for the Licentiate program, requestin
was soon back into teaching Sunday Schogpstepdidia”. For the first time in her lifectsplarship from UBL. In the meantime, st
also volunteered to help with the church alidsieceiving a salary for her work in the &thiesfed another “first”, becoming the firs
tration and began to take classes at thengp?ﬂétmonths went by rapidly and Nidia begeanitan Baptist pastor to be ordained at
Institute, a diploma level institution. rack up a whole succession of “firsts”, balkermeninational level in Costa Rica.

“I didn't have in mind being, @peestbr sonal and for the Church. She and her husbEmete are a]rggdy rumb]ings an_d rumors
ly being involved any more than | alreadf%,med and then divorced, which-the C(athgnﬂ_ztgme pOSS|_b|I|ty of l_\lldl_a t_eachlng at th
says Nidia. “I just wanted to learn.” tion had to accept. She bemanitréaldht Baptist Theological ,Czantafrstltqnon that

She enjoyed the learning process, whiéh thg/Board of Directors of the denominalﬁeaclﬁbs_more on_the IeveI_ of laity rather than
her a thirst for more. So she began to takdisitlife for a woman to have that positioraiirtraining.  Nidia admits that she has bee

classes from UBL. She enjoyed the classésd5ie 368 o _ asked. More than once. But she says that, «
found that she couldn't raise children, put théph of this made Nidia realize that shethmsggh she thinks that this may indeed be a pa

through college, teach Sunday school, vollRHst Gpntinue her studies. her future, she's not ready yet.

the church, and still have time and money for tWyith the responsibility that | face every dagan't teach yet,” she statébvierstijf

ing classes. So, she stopped. in leading a congregation, | wanted to feglotm@re to learn first.”

—Balancing family and Church




In this educational
model all of us ar
participants in the
changes that are
happening and
will happen in our
Latin America and
in other parts of
the world
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n Dec. of last yesas invited to give a er that which is more meaningful in the servicétdréa has learned to relate specific biblical ver
course in Biblical Studies in Santo Doni¥ffgjaotes life and hope in others. Fer Estrellajttheertain everyday circumstances, but nothi
(The Dominican Republic), held on {plagical education means the expression of heroper The problems of these women are more c

campus of a Pentecostal sEhernzay sonal dream. plicated. They don't need brief religious explar

ticipants were both Catholic and protestant tions. They long fer=emmas i
someone to listen to their pain and confusiol

theological studentg. On the fuekeld}out'mis a small woman, very thin, some 60 ybkasa feels that she needs to have, in-addition to
ata class of about fifty students varying i T€lridad is not Dominican. She arrived aitittity and compassion, a solid theolegical and |
gious background, and academic traiing ang|egal a few years ago and since then has dedieatedining that permits her to understand the
ized that | was facing a group with extraoréigaeyf to teaching adult liéérérsy her physi  situations in all their complSkiéyhas had to
pastoral experierears of working as a profesal appearance gave me the impression of feaillg many of her theological conceptions a
sor gives one the capacity to notice little geedilrealized that she had a grueling work sttaedion easy explanations to complex problel
which at first glance, would be unnoticeabled!Bodre continually travels to distant villagesAihdéthis has challenged Maria to change, to see
language, aspects of their lives which areem§ﬁ1ely dlff_lcult condltl_ons. In addiion to dB\hﬂ_b in a new and differel@onayced that
tioned during classroom discussions, tone e |Bgcgducat_|onal mat_erlals, she has had a legdibanswers are not enough, she asks how to

. . "y . rogram dedicated to literacy for many years.thetigewomen to find a strength to overcome si
percept|9n|of reafity personal maturity in th iddle of all that, she maintains a countenancprtifatind scars in their lives. In theelogical trail
face of life's paradoxes. Among the many faggs:da happiness and deep peace. She shuyysMaeia finds the mechanism to permit her |
the group, there were three which made RQfiGh person who feels that her life has méafinthese women achieve a transition to a norr
impressions on me.  Let me tell you a littde dvie spends it in the service to others. | halfe ofieherthe face of theological education is a
about these three people that | was able tovgedex@d, what possible motivation can som¢ooletioht makes it possible to express human cc
know through this course. her maturity have to take classes together withasbien.

students who could be her grandchildren? Above

== is a black woman about 33 years old, fréth y/here did this joy of life and vitality origgiag ifve live in a world in which faces are v
large and poor faooity with few possibilities fo? PE'SON who, according to what | was i %t, but more the faces of artists and fan
upper level academic studies. What captur@iHijid to work so hard to carry out her méo'gag.' _If a modern singer tints her hair greer

orl

[
attention was her intelligence and an ability SRV @ Person who lives outside her—cou@rgs bites an #d®news that causes furor

express herself verbally more often found in BEopf9ing”, “alone”, and only by her very pr oTF
wit?n much higher Ievelsyof education. Her op%iﬁggable of filing an entire classroom viRQRE the millions of fans and that news tra

were sharp and discerning. She deseribed h&figih@nd.joyl must confess that her prediifddy around the world . But if a mother cares
riences with a profound passion. Her wordN@dedme ask myself more than once, whaln€lo pasiatyzed daughter with the same tender
correct and precise. | was impressed by the &Adgagh someone like her? This was onamgl enitidusiasm for 25 years, this...... thisis a t

asm and passion that was reflected each tif&keduring a break, | talked Sith loeked thing.

spoke in class. There must be a marvelougtdRiyVith a kind-hearted gaze and said, *So much

behind all of this. During coffee byéaktone dayave learned and enjoyed this course”. B‘Efrwsﬁg consists of neon lights, in which suc
next to her and we talked Bhiefiytorn, on the PEcted words made me remember that tagelpaical promoted. But it is a success tha

one hand, by a profound personal longing to SHltfRtion, more than just teaching, is o w. -
and on the c)J/tby'ﬁhe difficSIt family reaﬁtygthattoge er and mutually learn those basic A %?Jor'ty of people to not have access to.

impedes this dream. It is a personal battle tHi@hRgomote life in all of its dimensions. Alge Stpries and faces'o'fBamumgre is anoth

marked her life throughout the years. She va8iflag@nditions in which we work, all of th@er@ﬂhwhat of the m|II|on§ Who cannotee
between the acknowledgement of her intellé@ﬁ%ﬂd_ in the service. At this moment, tH@Ingﬂﬁlch of I.|fe but maintain their given wo
talent, which makes her long for an acadgr%@atlon t_ook_ on the fa_ce_ of personal sastind, fine in difficult moments, and are there wl
caregand the urgent material needs of her fatifnate objective of Christian love. their loved ones need them. Perhaps there is
that make it necessary for her to work to put food on ing “cool” in their stories, because they are stc
the table. The passion that | saw in her Wm f hope, self-denial, giving, of struggling for
the conflict, common in Latin America, wi a young lawyesther of two daughter&j}és\?vmrh and these things are not considered “c

il worked for years as legal | for ab . A ) A .
she had struggled for yearth&pohsibility to y o h o o rhaY. aie Stories that are given invaitionymity

study theology was the achievement of the didgighout her career she has been f
Oh ¥or the ogpyportunity to implant in other woRf@py Situations of injustice and extreme galhlighis and cameras, buBinE IS

like hethe tenacity needed to strive for one's §BgI¢1@nd, she realized that many of theh‘?ﬁﬂ"@g tlhey are fillediwith one I (i joy @
and the strength to not let them fall by the W%g&ggse women live through leave permérnienitpsyhidden face of theolqglcal education th
because of adverse circumstances. #n this c&2i0/agical damage. On the other hand stseénetven | look at the faces in a class room su
ological education carries a symbolic-value: tf18hlike Job, her answer in the face of tfia pa& Dlominican Republic and which | want
cate oneself means to overcome dibeensity these people is often insufficient or inagiggpate.

THREEFACESs THEOIOGICAL EDUCAION
A ROFESSERERSPECTIVE
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a behalf of the Latin Amefigian is revive
ivby the spirit o
fooléta Rocha and Jed&ode In recer
innis to accept the Ryeasd.DEhaull
Shaull avid Wide Ministrpggticipated 4
Avard from Bryn Mawr PresbyteriatdBhurclan inter
UBL is grateful for the opportunitydisTiginary sem
together in the Bible and Culture researchrptgjcclesiq
ect of the Univeaisitye explore how cldiyical perspe

has influenced our way of reading |atideundter Latin

standing the Bible and propose |al{predtiséas we looked forward to
approaches that take into accouptiecuitunal His research on the |
diversity both in the Bible and amangvitoeat in Latin America has b
who read and interpret the Scripturiesint ¢oigribution to theological eq
especially meaningful for the institutibis twoh&nent where the most nu
receiving the Richard Shaull award, feetassegodbwing churches are |
the special place Dr Shaull has hadDandgdhat same visit, Nancy S
tinues to have, in the life and challendiBg'se@ne Milliomél Campaigr
ity of Latin Ameridridt that through thsult of which is the campus we
project that has been awarded, UBL iwillB8%ldad the opportunity for
to contribute to extenddt@alll's prophétom around the world to honor w
ic voice through the prism of the gre&eeeltoeah important in their lives+
diversity of Latin America and the Cayibbédnand Naalong with their ¢
have accompanied UBL in this
Richard Shaull's impact on theolegicamedietfor providing a theologica
tion in Latin America dates back tottae reghpnds to and is enriched 4
1950's during his service in Brazil. alltieegtity of our countries, more
his teaching and writing, Shaull'shrenigk the “Indigenous educatid
brought winds of renewal to theoldgasgyamaded two years ago.
church models tarnished by time.| “What is

important for Christians is not triumpWay fail Shaull's challenge to our-
ure, but rather the authenticity ofingeofitrue ecumenicism lead us f
response to the powerful redemptittésaptghof“The ecumenical movg
God's grace in hisstayed Shaull. T fulfill its calling in the unity of t
emphasis on the presence of Godianus&a#ek that same unity amg
word in the every day reality of everyadaytpealiddogue between cultures

inspires the Bible and Culture prejesttiegicedhis task.” May the breath of t

tion theologies and interpretationst tfiath&ll on the Christian com
Scriptures that favor a dominant-cuPergquarst and that inspired the lif

spective and ignore the diversity of| cimtuoéRéstdhrd Shaull, bring us togE

experiences on this continent. timonies of renewal. May we conti
to the renewing grace of the Spiri
UBL has been privileged to work todienhiegwithcultures and spiritualit
Richard Shaull and Bryn Mawr Pres.A3tioaeh) aBidigenous, Mestizo,

a community of faith where this intefcutipesdn peoples.

Sam Folin, Violeta Rocha, Sherri Hausser
the new mil
Pentecostal
ben a signif
ucation on
merous and
Pentecostal.
pearheaded
, the
inaugurated
thousands
omen who
hnd in histo
nurch,

UBL
granted

First
wer, — RIChard
e Shaull
“wosghjorld Wide
neesans M INISTrIES
e Award for
”g'pij Bible and
basin Culture
FEE Project




EXPLORE LATIN
AMERICAN CULTURE
AND THEOLOGY
AT THE LATIN AMERICAN
BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY
IN SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA

UBL offers:

Renowned Professors— Study groups
have access to UBL professors,
many of whom are known throughout
the world for their contributions to
biblical and theological studies.

Ecological Tourism— Explore tropical
rainforests, volcanoes, banana &
coffee plantations, or go bird-watch-
ing. Discuss ecological issues with
experts. Service Opportunities—
Combine a gift of time and talents
with study opportunities.

Project and Community V isits—
Dialog with people and churches

FACES

o thelLa © American Bib licalUni ver sy

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica

Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848 Fax. 283-6826  www.ubila.net

IMPRESOS

CORREOAEREO - AIR MAIL

w orking to overcome social and
economic problems in Costa Rica.
Combined Study with Vacation Time-
Extend your stay to enjoy Costa
Rica’s beaches, volcanoes,

and rainforests.

For mor erf or m dion,
e-mail ubila@ice co a
andaskf aoif orm don
aboutg roup
stud y oppor tunites



