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Students
in residence

May/June is traditionally UBL’s busiest

time of year with students in residence

attending both the annual integrated

seminar and other classes.  During this

period of 2006 UBL was host to 54

students from the countries of Argentina,

Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa

Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial

Guinea, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, the

Dominican Republic, the United States,

and Venezuela.  Represented denomina-

tions were the Assembly of God, Baptist,

Catholic, Evangelical, Nazarene, Peruvian

Evangelical Church, Lutheran, Mennonite,

Methodist, Pentecostal, and Presbyterian.

   ON THE COVER

Olde Parra, new UBL
administrator, presents the

annual report to UBL’s
general board.

UBL

bookstore

UBL’S BOOKSTORE takes on a new look with a coat
of siena colored paint and a place for browsers to sit
and relax while looking over their possible acquisi-
tions.  Postcards of the campus sit in stacks and newer
books such as Jose Enrique Ramirez’s El Libro de Ruth
and the latest issue of UBL’s journal, Vida y
Pensamiento sit along side old favorites; Apocalypse
by Pablo Richard, When the Horizons Close, (in both
languages) by Elsa Tamez, and The Biblical Jubilee
and the Struggle for Life by Ross and Gloria Kinsler.
The brilliant colors of Guatemalan stoles clash with
each other as they vie for the attention of the shoppers.
UBL t-shirts are also available for purchase, as are the
indigenous carved bowls which line the walls.  The
bookstore is open from 8-12 weekdays and is attended
by Maria Lourdes Marín.  All visitors are welcome.

gets a facelift
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Dear Sisters and brothers,

I  want to share with you the spiritual journeys of two members of a special group
of students of the Lima branch of the Universidad Bíblica Latinoamericana.  This
group studies in the confines of the prison known as Miguel Castro Castro. One stage

of the journey of each of these students was some level of participation in a guerilla
movement known as the MRTA. They were young men when they participated, and when
they were arrested for their participation in the MRTA.  They have spent many years in
prison.  During that time they have undergone a profound process of reflection.

Enrique grew up in a home devoted to Christ in a strong Catholic tradition.  He writes,

UBL Center - Peru Prison Ministry
Letter from Dr. Harry Horne
– UBL professor, Lima Peru

“In my house you breathed the Christian atmosphere, not
only because of the strength of the faith within the family, but
also because of its social commitments. This has been the
way of life for my mother, my father, and my sisters and
brothers, something which has led me to believe in God and
search for a more just and compassionate world. It makes no
sense to believe in God and not care for His creation.  Faith
should be accompanied with the building of the Kingdom of
God.”

Roberto´s  early experience was not so positive.  He
writes, “In middle of the religiosity of my mother, and my
father´s pose as an atheist, and the ideological bombardment
of the television, I don´t know what kind of hybrid product
formed in my head…the only time I went into a mass was to
retrieve my soccer ball…My mother lost hope for me, and
stopped taking me with her to the public processionals of her
saints.”  In high school he tried to reconcile himself with his
mother’s saints, and once he threw a piece of paper, with the
words “I want to know the truth” written on it, into a pool
dedicated to Saint Rosa of Lima, known for her work with
the poor.  It was in his early adulthood that he came to
admire Roman Catholic leaders whose  commitment to
social change led them to participate in what Roberto saw as
a process of revolution, such as Ernesto Cardenal in Nicaragua,
Archbishop Romero in El Salvador, and Camilo Torres in Colom-
bia.  His group thought of themselves as “Christian Rebellious

F page 7
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Water issues

and their

implications

for human

and  life

and dignity

in Latin

America

Sixteen students from across
Latin America and the Car-
ibbean attended this year’s
annual integrated seminar

on the subject of water issues.  The
subject is particularly important to
UBL students as in Latin America
16% of the total population lives
without access to water due to con-
tamination, water distribution poli-
cies, and poverty. The statistics are
more dramatic in the rural areas
where in Bolivia, Venezuela, Peru
and Ecuador, for instance, more than
40% have no access to water; in the
rural population of Argentina, the
percentage soars to 70%.

The distribution and availability of wa-
ter has become an issue not only
among those who lack this resource,
but also among corporations and com-
panies interested in controlling water
markets and thus profiting from the
sale of this indispensable commodity.
Today, this basic human resource is
threatened by the very human beings
who depend on it for survival. The con-
tamination, commercialization,
privatization, and depletion of water

resources is not only an ecological is-
sue, but one that extends into both lo-
cal and international economic, com-
mercial and political arenas.

 “The essential challenge facing hu-
manity at this time in history is sav-
ing our common home, the earth. This
means freeing humanity from a sys-
tem created by human beings but
which, paradoxically, represents the
very mechanism of our self-destruc-
tion”.  These words of Brazilian theo-
logian Leonardo Boff in a recent in-
terview concerning water and eco-
logical issues, summarizes the urgent
need to raise awareness of the funda-
mental role water plays in the future
of human life on this planet.

UBL chose this topic in response to
the ever increasing water crisis in Latin
America, and in conjunction with the
“Water for Life” Decade proclaimed
by the United Nations for 2005 – 2015.
UBL professors Elisabeth Cook, Roy
May, and Mireya  Baltodano  coordi-
nated the two month seminar which
was funded in part by Bread for the
World -Germany.

INTEGRADO

2006



55555

UBL Professor
José Enrique Ramírez

visits California Since the writing of this
article, more concrete plans
for a North/South Latino/

Hispanic dialog have devel-
oped with a tentative date set

for July 2007.  For more
information please write

joseenrique_ramirez@yahoo.com.Late last year I was surprised to receive an
invitation to participate in several activities
of the Presbyterian Church in California.  This
past November, I flew there to meet with groups

from several different  churches.  I was invited, among
other things, to participate in a convention of Presby-
terian Hispanics which took place in the city of
Watsonville, in which there was an exposition of the let-
ter of Jeremiah to the Jewish Refugees in Babilonia (Jer.
29). An interesting discussion evolved around this
theme, important to all those present, as Latin Ameri-
can Immigrants are in a constant struggle to “live in
two worlds”.

Some of them, as undocumented immigrants, try to
overcome the fears of a clandestine existence, in which
fear is worn like a second skin. They are willing to carry
out their lives in the shadows in order to provide for
their loved ones in their home countries.  Members of
their families born in the US (second generation) are
able to speak and study in the new language, but as a
transitional generation, they suffer serious identity prob-
lems.  They don’t know exactly where they are from, as
many “know” their home countries only through refer-
ence of older family members or pictures.  The search
for their roots becomes, naturally, a subject of vital im-
portance for them.

In the face of this reality  arises, inevitably, questions
which have great relevance for us at UBL.  What role do
we play, or can we play as a Latin-American theological
institution?  How can religious education be provided

to people with such basic education and such huge in-
securities?

The experience of Latinos in the US is only a regional
version of a global problem today.  This is something
that we have experienced in Latin America between
neighboring countries with unequal economic realities:
Haiti/Dominican Republic, Paraguay/Brasil, Costa Rica/
Nicaragua, etc.  The “other” (Latino in this case) is per-
ceived as an obstacle, as a danger, and when not as an
instrument, as an object. We are thinking that the pos-
sibilities of a dialog and interchange between Latin
communities on both sides of the Rio Bravo could be
mutually enriching and help us to discover together ques-
tions such as: from what angle should the Scriptures be
read? How to overcome the basic fears of human beings
living together?  What role does theological education
play in this process?  Perhaps reflecting together could
help us understand better the role and the contribution
that we can make to the Latinos on our continents.

José E. Ramírez-Kidd,
profesor UBL
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UBL professor, Silvia de
Lima, recently partici
pated in the United Me-

thodist General Assembly 2006
held in Anaheim, California.

Invited to give the first Biblical
study of the conference, Ms. de
Lima spoke to the group of 7000
women on Isaiah 58: 6-12.  Her
theme of “Let Us Bring Down the
Walls and Open Pathways To-
wards a Culture of Compassion
and Caring” spoke of oppression
and liberation.

“The gap between the rich and
the poor is now visible in walls -
walls that are going up to separate
the north of the rich from the
south of the poor, like the wall
between the United States and
Mexico. Other walls are coming
up like the wall separating the
Palestinians and the Israelis,
which create new apartheids,
destroy homes and erase memo-
ries and common histories. The
increase in border patrols is a
manifestation of a growing
racism and xenophobia which are
becoming part of everyday life.

Silvia
de Lima

participates
in United
Methodist
General

Assembly

The violence faced by women at
home and within institutions is
becoming a permanent threat to
life, and the word “femicide”
must be introduced and placed in
the dictionaries and brought to
the attention of the news media.
We ask ourselves, “Where are the
religions? What do the churches
say?...”

“It was a wonderful experience, “
says Silvia.  “In Latin America
we have a tendency to generalize
Americans by their government.
It was an opportunity for me to be
with people from the United
States and realize that we have
things in common.  I was particu-
larly struck by the exposition hall
where I found exhibits of projects
that cried out for social commit-
ment.  I saw projects that had to
do with health issues, with senior
citizens, and with street children
and I talked to the people who
worked with the projects. I found
that although there are many
North/South differences, I was
with women who wanted the
same things that I do and believed
in the same things that I believe.”

66666
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IN MAIN MAIN MAIN MAIN MAYYYYY of this year, UBL
entered into a three month
period of strategic planning,
guided by CREAS (The
Regional Ecumenical
Center of Consultancy and
Service) of Argentina.  The
consultants are meeting
with the UBL strategic
planning team for a total of
three  five-week periods,
interspersed by periods of
study and ‘homework’ by
the team members.

“The next five years are
going to be very critical for
UBL,” stated president,
Violeta Rocha, the force
behind the planning

seminar.  “We need to
know concretely what our
mission is and in which
direction the institution
needs to be heading.”

The group of consultants,
led by Humberto Martín
Shikiya, executive director
of CREAS,  is made up of
evaluation, planning,
marketing, and budget
experts and works 8 hours
a day with the UBL team
throughout the week long
seminars.  CREAS is an
ecumenical consultancy
which works with churches
and institutions in Latin
America.

E
Youth”.  They participated in educa-
tional efforts of his local Roman
Catholic church.  Gradually this
group became more and more politi-
cal, leaving aside Christian reflection.
Although he rejected participation in
the atheist Sendero Luminoso (Shining
Path), when the MRTA came along in
1984, he joined up.

They and other members of the
group have spent years in prison,
years of isolation from their families
and, early on, of isolation even from
other prisoners for 23 or more hours
a day.  As prison conditions eased a
bit, they became part of a Christian
community in the prison.  This
“church within the walls” has been
extremely important to them.  It has
been a context in which they have
done profound theological reflection.
Enrique writes, “I consider these
studies to be fundamental in order to
broaden my understanding of my
faith, and at the same time to transmit
my faith to other persons.”  He is
preparing himself because one day
they may let him go free, and he wants
to give his life in solidarity with the
poor.  This time, he knows that “the
primary cause is not to be found in
ideologies”, but in “my first forma-
tion”, in the faith he learned from his
mother.

Roberto writes, “Maybe my path
to find the Way of the Lord has been a
very long one, but it has been worth
the trouble. The fundamental ques-
tions of life that I asked as a youth are
still around, but this time I don´t
throw pieces of paper with a petition
to the saints of my mother.  I feel more
at peace, and I thank all those people
I found along the path from whom I
learned a lot.  The wonderful thing in
all this is that the hope of a better
world now appears in the face of
Jesus.”

There is an ongoing process of
judicial review of their cases.
Roberto is now out of prison, and
others in the group are hopeful that
they will be out soon.  I believe that
this time their path is the Way of
Jesus, in which their hunger for
justice will join hands with the making
of peace.

UBL in Strategic
Planning Process
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 IMPRESOS

CORREO AEREO - AIR MAIL

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    www.ubila.net

 of  the La tin American Bib lical Univ ersity

F A C E S

EXPLORE LAEXPLORE LAEXPLORE LAEXPLORE LAEXPLORE LATIN AMERICAN CULTIN AMERICAN CULTIN AMERICAN CULTIN AMERICAN CULTIN AMERICAN CULTURE AND THEOLOGY ATURE AND THEOLOGY ATURE AND THEOLOGY ATURE AND THEOLOGY ATURE AND THEOLOGY AT THE LAT THE LAT THE LAT THE LAT THE LATINTINTINTINTIN
AMERICAN BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTAMERICAN BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTAMERICAN BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTAMERICAN BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTAMERICAN BIBLICAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN JOSÉ, COSTA RICA.A RICA.A RICA.A RICA.A RICA.

UBL offers:

Renowned Professors- Study groups have access to UBL professors, many of whom are
known throughout the world for their contributions to biblical and theological studies.

Ecological Tourism- Explore tropical rainforests, volcanoes, banana & coffee
plantations, or go bird-watching.  Discuss ecological issues with experts.

Service Opportunities- Combine a gift of time and talents with study opportunities.
Project and Community Visits- Dialog with people and churches working to

overcome social and economic problems in Costa Rica.
Combined Study with Vacation Time- Extend your stay to enjoy Costa Rica’s

beaches,volcanoes, and rainforests.

For more information, e-mail ubila@ice.co.cr and ask
for information about group study opportunities.


