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This year we have said good bye to dear and treasured
colleagues. Some have moved across geographic borders,
others have crossed more permanent fronteirs.
We celebrate the time we shared with each of them.

UBL says farewell to

Ricardo Foulkes
(1936-2006)

Harriet
Fischbach

THIS YEAR  we also said
good-bye to professor and
vice-rector Daniel Chiquete
who has accepted a position
at the Missionsakademie at
the University of Hamburg.

He will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever

(Psalm 23:6).

WE ARE grieving a
departure, however we
are consoled in the hope
of Resurrection’s. Our
Lord did not create death,
but the miracle of life.
Life is a gift, a path to be
crossed in the mystery of
death.

The Latin
American Biblical
University (UBL, for
its initials in Spanish)
is in mourning. Our
colleague, our brother,
and above all our
friend has departed to
the God’s presence.
We will treasure forever his smile, his opportune words
and his ability to listen. Our dear friend, colleague,
professor emeritus of New Testament and piano
virtuoso  is now a witness of God’s great and ineffable
concert.

Our affliction and grief are not the final word, but a
farewell with a doxology, as in the vision of
Revelation’s vision that he so often studied.  We
celebrate Richard’s life, a life full of gifts to the service
of the Kingdom of God.  More than 40 years dedicated
to teaching at the Latin American Biblical Seminary. A
master in the knowledge of the Gospels, Greek,
Hermeneutics, Exegesis, Paul’s letters, the book of
Revelations, Christian service and great music.  Music
in his classes, in his house, in humble chapels, in great
churches, and of course, his concerts at the National
Theater, our musical cathedral.

Your example of a humble and sharing teacher enlightens us, and your vocation of service serving vocation and
academic excellence challenges us.  The light you leave in our lives inspires us to share it with new generations of
students, in a world in need of Life and Light.

Victorio Araya-Guillén,Professor at UBL

HARRIET
FISCHBACH  and
Laverne Rutschman
arrived at what was
then the Latin Ameri-
can Biblical Seminary
in 1978, after almost 30
years of working and teaching in Colombia and Uru-
guay. Harriet is fondly remembered not only  for her
English classes, but also for the music she brought to
our halls. With Laverne we learned from his great
knowledge of the Old Testament and fondness for long
walks. Both became an important part of the seminary
community up until their retirement in the mid-eight-
ies. On September 7, Harriet passed away in Kansas.
As we remember them both, we wish Laverne God’s
peace and blessing at this difficult time.

Nidia Fonseca, coordinator of UBL’s Biblical Pastoral
Institute for many years and recent graduate of the
master’s program in Theology at UBL, has accepted the
position of vice rector for the next two years. The vice-
rector is responsible, among other things, for the
important and strategic task of coordinating the
relationship between UBL and study centers and sister
institutions throughout Latin America.
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Passion for AfricaPassion for AfricaPassion for AfricaPassion for AfricaPassion for Africa
When I interviewed Jeannie for this article, we
began to talk about her first experience as a
missionary. As I listened to her share about her
ten years in that marvelous continent I mar-
veled at how her eyes glistened. We talked about
Nigeria, Kenya, and Tanzania; three countries,
three languages, three situations of violence,
poverty and irreplaceable interpersonal rela-
tionships. Her children lived intensely in that
culture, so much so that Hausa was their ma-
ternal language.

UBLUBLUBLUBLUBL
The move to Costa Rica and UBL on October
12, 1997 meant a new beginning and a new
challenge for the McGinnis family. With their
arrival came the need for learning a new lan-
guage and adjusting to a new way of life, new
jobs, new schools.  This change came on the
heels of a difficult two-year transition period
in the United States after leaving Nigeria in
1995.

FFFFFACESACESACESACESACES
FACES was born out of the Million Woman
Campaign Jeannie coordinated during 1998
and 1999. The desire to keep in contact with
friends and donors from the campaign led to
the idea and design of the publication. As its
name implies (FACES), this bulletin has wanted
to give a face to the UBL: the faces of those who
are a part of this community so that friends
who support this dream can get to know us,
face by face. What is achieved with FACES is
the ability to understand the other side of the
university. In addition to the academic world,
FACES communicates feelings, who our stu-
dents are and what their lives are like, who are
the people who make UBL what it is.

Building bridges - crossing bordersBuilding bridges - crossing bordersBuilding bridges - crossing bordersBuilding bridges - crossing bordersBuilding bridges - crossing borders
Another aspect of sharing who we are at UBL
has been the visiting study groups Jeannie has
organized. These brothers and sisters from
churches and educational institutions in the
United States spend time with us at UBL in study

sessions with our professors, visiting churches
and learning about the realities of Central
America and Costa Rica. This allows North
American brothers and sisters to see another
reality, to see their own country and its influ-
ence on the rest of the world from a different
perspective. Hearing Jeannie share her experi-
ences with these groups, I realize once again
that it is our daily sharing of who we are and
what we feel that radically changes the people
around us. Jeannie saw, and with a great vi-
sion, decided to share.  Sometimes a weekend
is more than enough time to break down
bridges and cross borders.

Yet another step in this journey have been
“work groups”“work groups”“work groups”“work groups”“work groups”, experiences that offer oppor-
tunities for mutual support from sister churches
in the North.  Since March of ’98 many groups
have come to help us with building mainte-
nance among other activities, but they have
also shared in the life of the UBL and of its stu-
dents, and have established lasting bonds. Many
bridges have been built; it is up to us to con-
tinue walking forward together toward the new
world we believe is possible.

All her bags are packed...All her bags are packed...All her bags are packed...All her bags are packed...All her bags are packed...
When we end a trip and e begin to pack our
bags we realize the great number of “things”,
“souvenirs” that we are taking with us.
Jeannie’s time in our house has ended. But she
has left us many things, many experiences; she

has touched and changed many lives. I asked
her what she would be taking with her. Behind
a hint of a smile she says: “everything”, “a lot”,
and then she explains:

- Friendships: one creates ties that go further than
time and distance and the friendships forged dur-
ing these years will be constant companions for a
life-time.

- Language: after the experience of learning and
then forgetting Hausa, she shares with us that nor
she nor her family will forget Spanish.

- Ecumenical Experience: our trek through the
UBL has definitely been an ecumenical experi-
ence - a live, real ecumenism that allows one to
have a broader experience of God.

- Ministry experience: the fact of having worked
in the area of fund raising has giving her funda-
mental tools to be able to continue working in
that area.

A New ChallengeA New ChallengeA New ChallengeA New ChallengeA New Challenge
The next project is in the United States.  Jeannie
shares with us that when she begins new life
challenges there are always fears of the most
basic kind, like security.  “However, we are
strengthened with the certainty that our knowl-
edge, for example, of the language, opens up a
great possibility for us to work with people that
are looked on less favorably, for instance, with
immigrants, to be able to share their dreams,
now that we know about their roots.”

On behalf of the UBL we would like to ex-
press to Jeannie and the McGinnis family that
we are confident they will be successful in their
search for a new life project. And especially, that
they will be missed. We not only lost co-work-
ers, and in Jeannie, the person who showed our
face to the world, but also friends.

Thank you Jeannie, thank you Thad, Leah
and Don, for these good years, for each of the
more than 40 groups that you have accompa-
nied, for each name in the data base you have
created, for everything that you have shared
with us.

JEANNIE
THE FACE BEHIND “FACES”

“Leave your country, your people
and your father’s household

and go to the land
I will show you.”

Gen 12,1b

BY VIOLETA ROCHA

In this article we would like to recognize the work of Jeannie McGinnis, who for many years made our faces know.
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Presbyterian Church of Colombia
Celebrates 150 Years

Evangelical Methodist Church in
Bolivia Celebrates 100 Years

Roy and I were
thrilled to be able
to participate in the
centennial
celebration of the
Evangelical
Methodist Church
in Bolivia (IEMB)
during the week of
August 14-20. It was especially significant to be there
as representatives from UBL, since both Roy and I
worked for 12 years with the IEMB before joining
UBL faculty in Costa Rica.

Centered primarily in La Paz, the capital of Bolivia,
the celebration included a wide variety of activities: a
national meeting of the Women’s Federation, a
consultation of Methodist schools, dance and music
festivals for both schools and churches, the
presentation of a book on the history of the church, and
recognitions of former missionaries and supporting
organizations. On Friday afternoon, Methodist lay-
person Casimira Rodríguez, the Minister of Justice,
spoke to the international delegates and church leaders,
giving testimony of  the role of her faith in the search
for justice. Bishop Carlos Poma of the IEMB and other
church leaders spoke of the challenges the church faces
for the future.

On Friday afternoon, during a time of recognition of
service and support, awards were presented to active
and former workers and missionaries, volunteers and
international agencies. At this time, Janet May
presented a commemorative plaque from UBL to the
IEMB, in representation of UBL.

Led by Bishop Poma and the Executive Committee of the the IEMB, the week of celebration culminated with a
march of over 7,000 people, accompanied by bands from several of the Methodist schools and musical groups from
the church districts, to a worship service in the municipal stadium. The President of Bolivia, Evo Morales, the Vice
President, the Minister of Foreign Relations and Ecumenical relationships, and the Minister of Justice, as well as other
high-ranking government officials joined the celebrations at the stadium.

Following the worship service, President Morales awarded the Condor of the Andes to the IEMB in recognition for
its contribution to education, health, rural development and the defense of democracy. The celebration concluded with
a community lunch for all of the participants on the grounds of the Methodist School.

       Janet W. May, Professor UBL

Alonso Ramírez,
UBL faculty living
and working in the
Bogotá study center,
shares this report on
the celebration of the
150 year anniversary
of the Presbyterian
Church of Colombia

Bogotá, the capital of Colombia, and Barranquilla,
it’ s principal coastal city, were the sites of the
celebration held in honor of the 150th anniversary of the
arrival of the Presbyterian Church in Colombia (1856-
2006). Various celebrations, worship activities and
panel discussions were held with the participation of
visitors from the Presbyterian Church of the United
States, ecumenical agencies, the World Reformed
Alliance and the Association of Reformed Churches of
Latin America. Among the subjects discussed was the
significance of Protestantism in Colombia, the context
of Colombia, globalization, reformed identity and
mission.

The House of Representatives of the government of
Colombia honored the Presbyterian Church with the
Order of the Democracy of Simon Bolivar, for it’s
educational and social work during the past 150 years.

   In the midst of the various crossroads Colombia is
facing at this time, especially in the face of constant
armed conflict,  the Presbyterian Church of Colombia
seeks through education, service and proclamation, to
contribute to the reconciliation, the justice and the
peace. This is what we believe it means to be a
reformed church that is constantly being reformed.

Alonso Ramírez Escobar
Professor UBL

Rev. David Illidge, Rev. Dayro Aranzales
and Rev. Javier Rodríguez, Presbyterian

Church of Colombia,  Dr. Alonso Ramírez,
UBL (2nd from left)

Janet May and Bolivian Methodist
Bishop Carlos Poma

CHURCHES AWARDED FOR YEARS OF

SERVICE IN COLOMBIA  AND BOLIVIA
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UBL’S DECENTRALIZED EDU-
CATIONAL MODEL and rotating
student body make graduations a con-
stant occurrence throughout the year,
both in Costa Rica and in UBL cen-
ters in other countries. Here is just a
taste of this year’s graduates.

• From the Dominican Republic, Digna
Adames (Catholic), finished her
Licenciature degree in Biblical Stud-
ies, while Jonatán Pimentel (Baptist
from Costa Rica), concluded his
Licenciature in Theology.

• Baptist students Moisés Medrano
(Nicaragua) and Ruth Vindas (Costa
Rica) finished their Bachelor of The-
ology degrees, while Ivette Corea
(Costa Rica) concluded her
Bachelor’s in Biblical Studies.

• From Perú, Nilthon Maldonado (Bap-
tist), Jose Luis Manrique (Baptist),
Saturnina Mamani (Catholic) and
Manuel Obeso (Lutheran) concluded
their Bachelor of Theology degrees

• Three of the students who defended
their master’s theses this year were
Rubí Zárate, from Chile, Maribel
Pertuz (Catholic), from Colombia
working in the Dominican Republic
and Nidia Fonseca (Methodist), cur-
rently UBL’s new vice-rector.

Congratulations to these and the many
others who worked and studied hard
this year to finish their degree pro-
grams and return to their countries to
continue in ministry in their churches
and communities

reflection with a group organized by the
Montclair Presbyterian Church. Discus-
sions on theology, Latin American
reality and the very human problems
that bring us together, led to intense
bonding between speakers and group
members. We are thrilled that Susan

Huhn is organizing
another group for
February of 2007.

Also with us this year
were our regular visitors
and faithful collaborators
with the physical needs
of the University from
various Methodist
churches in Missouri.
The first group, orga-
nized by Jim Mills,
worked on painting the
chapel and the first floor
of the student residence
building. The second, led
by Max Marble, contrib-
uted much needed repair
work in the student
apartments and supplied
volunteer hands for the
library. We are excited,
as well, with the begin-
ning steps of a much
needed promotional
video Max will be
developing for UBL.

Next year we look
forward to the return of
familiar faces, as well as
meeting new ones as
several churches bring
their young adult groups
for a combined work-
study experience.

New and old friends visit,
share and work at UBL

This year UBL was once again privileged to share with groups
from churches in the United States who came to study, work

and share with UBL faculty, staff and students in Costa Rica.
The second week in February was an intense time of study and

In memory of her

This phrase reminds of us the words of Jesus toThis phrase reminds of us the words of Jesus toThis phrase reminds of us the words of Jesus toThis phrase reminds of us the words of Jesus toThis phrase reminds of us the words of Jesus to
the nameless woman who prepared him forthe nameless woman who prepared him forthe nameless woman who prepared him forthe nameless woman who prepared him forthe nameless woman who prepared him for
death and burial: “...what she has done will bedeath and burial: “...what she has done will bedeath and burial: “...what she has done will bedeath and burial: “...what she has done will bedeath and burial: “...what she has done will be
told told told told told in memory of herin memory of herin memory of herin memory of herin memory of her.” This phrase is also.” This phrase is also.” This phrase is also.” This phrase is also.” This phrase is also
the name of the sculpture donated to UBL thatthe name of the sculpture donated to UBL thatthe name of the sculpture donated to UBL thatthe name of the sculpture donated to UBL thatthe name of the sculpture donated to UBL that
reminds us continually of our commitment toreminds us continually of our commitment toreminds us continually of our commitment toreminds us continually of our commitment toreminds us continually of our commitment to
theological education for women - mestizo,theological education for women - mestizo,theological education for women - mestizo,theological education for women - mestizo,theological education for women - mestizo,
black, indigenous, poor and others - from theblack, indigenous, poor and others - from theblack, indigenous, poor and others - from theblack, indigenous, poor and others - from theblack, indigenous, poor and others - from the
perspective of their realities and contexts inperspective of their realities and contexts inperspective of their realities and contexts inperspective of their realities and contexts inperspective of their realities and contexts in
Latin America.Latin America.Latin America.Latin America.Latin America.

This phrase is also the name of a scholarshipThis phrase is also the name of a scholarshipThis phrase is also the name of a scholarshipThis phrase is also the name of a scholarshipThis phrase is also the name of a scholarship
fund created to meet the special needs womenfund created to meet the special needs womenfund created to meet the special needs womenfund created to meet the special needs womenfund created to meet the special needs women
have when considering a period of study at UBLhave when considering a period of study at UBLhave when considering a period of study at UBLhave when considering a period of study at UBLhave when considering a period of study at UBL
in Costa Rica - child care, air fare, among otherin Costa Rica - child care, air fare, among otherin Costa Rica - child care, air fare, among otherin Costa Rica - child care, air fare, among otherin Costa Rica - child care, air fare, among other
things. But the fund is running dry!!things. But the fund is running dry!!things. But the fund is running dry!!things. But the fund is running dry!!things. But the fund is running dry!!

As we approach the 10th anniversary of thisAs we approach the 10th anniversary of thisAs we approach the 10th anniversary of thisAs we approach the 10th anniversary of thisAs we approach the 10th anniversary of this
University (previously a Seminary founded inUniversity (previously a Seminary founded inUniversity (previously a Seminary founded inUniversity (previously a Seminary founded inUniversity (previously a Seminary founded in
1923), we invite you to consider a donation “In1923), we invite you to consider a donation “In1923), we invite you to consider a donation “In1923), we invite you to consider a donation “In1923), we invite you to consider a donation “In
memory of her”: for all the “hers” that arememory of her”: for all the “hers” that arememory of her”: for all the “hers” that arememory of her”: for all the “hers” that arememory of her”: for all the “hers” that are
committed to Biblical and theological studiescommitted to Biblical and theological studiescommitted to Biblical and theological studiescommitted to Biblical and theological studiescommitted to Biblical and theological studies
for transformation of their churches andfor transformation of their churches andfor transformation of their churches andfor transformation of their churches andfor transformation of their churches and
communities in Latin America.communities in Latin America.communities in Latin America.communities in Latin America.communities in Latin America.
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F A C E S

Exciting new opportunity

for young adult work teams

EXCITING NEW OPPORTUNITY
FOR YOUNG ADULT WORK TEAMS

In response to requests for work and study teams composed of older youth and young
adults, UBL has designed a program which we think will provide an opportunity for a
varied and exciting work-study experience.  In addition to sharing in the life of UBL and
its students through living in the dorm and participating in campus activities, group
members will have the opportunity to work together with a local church or school in a
low income community on a short-term (two day) work project. While providing much
needed support for the community, the group will have a chance to learn from and share
with church and community members living in this reality.   Other days will be spent
working on the UBL campus and learning about Costa Rica, Central America and UBL’s
involvement in theological education in the region.  And of course... sightseeing is a must!

Please contact Guido Mahecha (guido@ubila.net) or  Elisabeth Cook (eli@ubila.net)
if you are interested in exploring this opportunity for your church,

seminary or university group.  We’re waiting to hear from you!

YWishing you a joyful Christmas season from all of us at UBL Y


