Jeannie McGinnis

ofthe Latin American Biblical University, Number 27, November 2006

Apdo. 901-1000, San José, Costa Rica, Tel.: (+506) 283-8848 Fax: 283-6826
E-mail: ubila@ice.co.cr  Edited by: Elisabeth Cook / Layout: Damaris Alvarez © 2006




UBL says farewell to Harriet

. Fischbach
Ricardo Foulkes

(1936-2006) HARRIET
FISCHBACH and

Laveme Rutsbman
arived & wha was

He will dwell in the house ~ then the L&n Ameri-
of the Lord forever can Biblical Seminary
(Psalm 23:6). in 1978, after almost 30

yeass of working and teaking in Colombia and Wr
WE ARE grieving a gugy. Harriet is fondly remembegd not ony for her
depatture, hovever we English dasseshut also br the nusic she wught to
are consoled in the hope our hallsWith Laveme we leaned flom his gea
of Resurections. Our knowledge of the OldTestament ancdbhdnessdr long
Lord did not create death, walks. Both became an imgant pat of the seminar
but the miade of life. community up until their retirement in the mid-eight-
Life is a gift, a path to be ies. On Sptember 7Hariet passedway in Kansas.
crossed in the mystery of As we remember them bothve wish Laeme Gods
death. peace andlbssing &this difficult time.

The Latin

American Biblical ) .
University (UBL, for This year we have said good bye to dear and treasured

IS colleagues. Some have moved across geographic bordels
IS 1IN Mourning. Our

colleague our bother others have crossed more permanent fronteirs.

and dove all our We celebrate the time we shared with each of them.
friend has departed to

the Gods$ pesence

We will treasue forever his smile his oppotune words

and his ability to listen. Our dear friend, colleague,

professor emétus of Nev Testament and piano

virtuoso is nw/ a witness of God’gea and inefable : . .
vice-rector Daniel Chiguete

concert. "
- . . who has accepted a position
Our afliction and gief are not the ihal word, but a S s Wlese e G aETTe A

farewell with a doology, as in the vision of the University of Hamhurg.
Revelaion’s vision thahe so oiten studiedVe Nidia Fonsecagoouinaor of UBL's Biblical Pastoal
celdorate Richad’s life, a life full of gfts to the serice Institute br mary yeas and ecent gaduae of the

of the Kingdom of God. More than 40 years dedicated | ctars pogram inTheolagy a UBL, has accgted the
to teading & the Ldin Amerncan Bidical Seminay. A position of vice ector br the n&t two yeas. The vice-
nasterinitie Kiseagiofine Gospelisreek; rector is responsible, among other things, for the
HemeneuticsExegesis,Paul’s lettes, the book of important and stegic task of coatinaing the

Revelations, Chrstian sevice and gea music. Music relationship between UBL and study centers and sis
in his classes, in his house, in humble chapels, in great . siitutions thoughout L&in America.

churches, and of course, his concerts at the National
Theder, our nusical céghedl.

Your example of a humle and shang teader enlightens usnd your vocaion of sevice seving vocaion and
academic xcellence ballengs us.The light you leave in our lives inspies us to sharit with nev genegtions of
studentsjn a world in need of Lie and Light.

THIS YEAR we also said
good-bye to professor and

Victorio Araya-Guillén,Professor at UBL




JEANNIE
THE FACE BEHIND“FACES”

“Leave your country, your people
and your father’s household

Passion for Africa and go to the land has touched and changed many lives. | a
When | interviewed Jeannie for this article, we| will show you.” her what she would be takinddefitimtéier
began to talk about her first experience as a  Gen 12.1b a hint of a smile she says: “everything”, “a |
missionaAs | listened to her share about her and then she explains:

ten years in that marvelous continent | mar - Friendships: one creates ties that go further
veled at how her eyes gkstaliked.about time and distance and the friendships forged
Nigeria, Kenya,ammhiia; three countries, ing these years will be constant companions
three languages, three situations of violence, life-time.

poverty and irreplaceable interpersonal rela-
tionships. Her children lived intensely in that
culture, so much so that Hausa was their ma-
ternal language.

- Language: after the experience of learning
then forgetting Hausa, she shares with us tha
she nor her family will forget Spanish.

- Ecumenical Experience: our trek through 1
UBL UBL has definitely been an ecumenical exp

The move to Costa Rica and UBL on October ence - a live, real ecumenism that allows on
12, 1997 meant a new beginning andsesaimns with our professors, visiting cHif¢p@$roader experience of God.
challenge for the McGinnis\fdimilyeir and learning about the realities of Cenbfalistry experience: the fact of having wor
arrival came the need for learning a némésa and Costa Rica. This allows iNdreharea of fund raising has giving her func
guage and adjusting to a new way of imar@an brothers and sisters to see anenkrrtools to be able to continue working
jobs, new schools. This change cameealitytiogesee their own country and its iriflat area.

heels of a difficult two-year transitiongreréodn the rest of the world from a different

in the United States after leaving Nigmtapiective. Hearing Jeannie share hé Newehallenge

1995. ences with these groups, | realize ond&eagaixt project is in the United States. Je
that it is our daily sharing of who we aigaa@sl with us that when she begins new
ACES what we feel that radically changes thelhgdieplges there are always fears of the

FACES was born out of thedvtiion Veround us. Jeanniersawith a great vibasic kind, like sectuHtyweyvere are
Campaign Jeannie coordinated duringiot®@®cided to share. Sometimes astreskginened with the certainty that our knc
and 1999. The desire to keep in contisctneith than enough time to break edigenfor example, of the language, opens
friends and donors from the campaigiiiedes and cross borders. great possibility for us to work with people
the idea and design of the publication. i C re looked on less fataraidiance, with
name impliesCES), this bulletin has was @ kéﬁ?ézgsisgrigntchéi {ﬂgznoefgeri\égé%?%ﬁams, to be able to share their drea
to give a face to the UBL.: the faces of ?ﬂﬂﬁ g%‘bc? mutual support from sister ¢ uygﬁggt we know about their roots.

are a part of this community so that Jfjgn North. Since March of '98 many gtsupshalf of the UBL we would like to

who support this dream can get to k U . P ) . S .
face by face. What is achieVEE With %%We Some to help us with building npagge-to Jeannie and the McGinnis family

), . na among other activities, but theyeraweconfident they will be successful in
the ability todléq(_jerstanr(]j the odther_ sid %Cfl?ared ig the life of the UBL and ?j?/dm@mfor a new life project. Anthespeciall
Eg'&’égm addition :[[0 t fe a}_ca em'ﬁ WGEfits, and have established lasting bortdeyMalhpe missedownly lost co-work-
o comrgunﬁc?t(ﬁs_ Ei.e Ings, V\Il'ko BHEGAY have been built; it is up to userscand in Jeannie, the person who showe

ents ar€ and what tneir IVes are lIike, i ngking forward together toward theentsmthe world, but also friends.
the people who make UBL what it is.

world we believe is possible. Thank you Jeannie, thank you Thad, Le

and Don, for these good years, for each ¢

Building bridges - crossing borders Allh
m@irje than 40 groups that you have accon

has been the visting atudy groups JeqyE aie end a trp and e beain to PO 62 hame in the data base you
) s and realize the great number of * %d for everything that you have sh:

organized. These brothers and sister, o : ; ,
churches and educational institutions ISEI(; 9%::% i;hozﬁr\évgu:éehgggg e\(/jwt it us.
United States spend time with us at UBira{E RiH many things, many experi.e

3

ags are packed...




Presbyterian Church of Colombia
Celebrates 150 Years

CHURCHES AWARDED FOR YEARS OF

SERVICE IN CoLOMBIA AND BoLivia

Evangelical Methodist Church in
Bolivia Celebrates 100 Years

Roy and | were
thrilled to be able
to participate in the
centennial
celebration of the
Evancelical
Methodist Church
in Bolivia (IEMB)
during the week of
August 14-20. It ws especia|l significant to be thex
as epresenttves flom UBL, since both Rgpand |
worked for 12 yeass with the IEMB befre joining
UBL faculty in Costa Rica.

Centeed pimaiily in La Raz,the caital of Bolivia,
the celbration induded a wide ariety of actvities: a
naional meeting of th&®Vomens Fedegtion, a
consultation of Methodist schools, dance and music
festvals for both sbools and burches,the
presentation of a book on the history of the church, and
recognitions of former missionaries and supporting
organizdions. On Fiday aftemoon,Methodist |g-
person Casimira Rodriguez, the Minister of Justice,
spole to the intemaional delgaes and burch leades,
giving testimory of the ple of her &ith in the seah
for justice. Bishop Carlos Poma of the IEMB and other
church leades spole of the dallenges the burch faces
for the future.

On Friday afternoon, during a time of recognition of
sewrice and suppdyawards were piesented to acte
and prmer workers and mission&s, voluntees and
intemaional agenciesAt this time Janet My
presented a commenadive plague fom UBL to the
IEMB, in representation of UBL.

Janet May and Bolivian Methodist
Bishop Carlos Poma

Led by Bishop Pma and the Eecutve Committee of the the IEMBhe week of celeration culminded with a
mairch of over 7,000 peopleaccompaniedypbands fom seeral of the Methodist $wols and rasical goups fom
the durch disticts, to a worship sevice in the nunicipal stadiumThe Pesident of Bolia, Evo Morales,theVice
Presidentthe Minister of Breign Reléions and Ecumenicaklaionships,and the Minister ofuktice as well as other
high-ranking govemment oficials joined the celwrations a the stadium.

Following the worship sevice, President Moales avarded the Condor of thendes to the IEMB ingcaynition for
its contibution to educton, health,rural deselopment and the defise of demoeiy. The celdration conduded with
a community lunch for all of the participants on the grounds of the Methodist School.

Janet W. May, Professor UBL



New and old friends visit,
share and work at UBL

his year UBL was once gain piivileged to shag with goups

from dchurches in the United Stas who came to stug work
and shag with UBL faculty staf and students in Costa Rica.
The second eek in FEbruary was an intense time of stpydnd

reflection with a goup oganizd by the | )

Montclair Presbyterian Church. Discus{
sions on theolgy, Latin American
reality and the @ry human poblems
that bring us tgether led to intense
bonding betwen spealrs and goup
membes. We ae thilled tha Susan
Huhn is oganizing
another group for
February of 2007.

Also with us this year
were our egular visitos
and fithful colleborators
with the plysical needs
of the Unversity from
varous Methodist
churches in Missouri.
The frst goup,orga-
nized by Jim Mills,
worked on painting the
chapel and theifst floor
of the student residence
esus Kjilding. The secongdled

1 forjyy Max Marble, contrib-
ilbe ted much needed repair
L thafNork in the student _
tto apartments and supplied
tizo, Volunteer handsof the
thelibrary. We ae excited,
xts inas well, with the bein-
ning steps of a much

. rshidﬂeeded promotional
omeWdeo Max will be

Next year we look

of thisforward to the etum of
ed infamiliar facesas vell as
bn “InMmeeting ne/ ones as

are several churches bing
dies their young adult groups
and  for a combined ark-
study expelience

UBL'S DECENTRALIZED EDU- I
CATIONAL MODEL and otating

student bog male gadudions a con-
stant occuence thoughout the gar,

both in Costa Rica and in UBL cent
ters in other countries. Here is just
taste of this gar's gadudes.

— g e

From the Dominican Republic, Dignz!
Adames (Ctholic), finished her |
Licencigure degree in Biblical Stud- |
ies, while Jonatan Pimentel (Baptidt
from Costa Rica), concluded hig
Licencigure inTheolay. |

Baptist students Moisés Medran
(Nicaragua) and RutWindas (Costa
Rica) finished their Bagelor of The- I
ology degrees,while Ivette Coea
(Costa Rica) concluded hel
Badhelor’s in Biblical Studies.

From Perq, Nilthon Maldonado (Bapl
tist), Jose Luis Manrique (Baptist)l
Saturnina Mamani (Catholic) and
Manuel Obeso (Lutheran) concludefl
their Badelor of Theolqgy degrees |

Three of the students who defend
their mastes theses thisear were
Rubi Zarate, from Chile, MaribelI
Pertuz (Catholic), from Colombial
working in the Dominican Raubic
and Nidia Bnseca (Methodistiur I
rently UBL's nav vice-rector

Congatulations to these and the myanl
othess who worked and studied har |
this year to fnish their dgree po- |
grams and return to their countries fo
continue in ministry in their churched
and communities

ol



EXCITING NEW OPPORTUNITY
FOR YOUNG ADULT WORK TEAMS

In response to requests for work and study teams composed of older youth and youn
adults, UBL has designed a program which we think will provide an opportunity for a
varied and exciting work-study experience. In addition to sharing in the life of UBL and
its students through living in the dorm and participating in campus activities, group
members will have the opportunity to work together with a local church or school in a
low income community on a short-term (two day) work project. While providing much
needed support for the community, the group will have a chance to learn from and share
with church and community members living in this reality. Other days will be spent
working on the UBL campus and learning about Costa Rica, Central America and UBL’s
involvement in theological education in the regionAnd of course... sightseeing is a must

Please contact Guido Mahecha (guido@ubila.net) or Elisabeth Cook (eli@ubila.net)
if you are interested in exploring this opportunity for your church,
seminary or university group. We’re waiting to hear from you!

Y Wishing you a joyful Christmas season from all of us at UBL

FACES
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