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A rturo has died and we are
very sad. He passed away
on Tuesday, February 20, at

the peak of his skills and wisdom in
theology and church history.

I met him 27 years ago. He was
my professor and my thesis guide. I
was his student research assistant.
He opened the doors for me to work
at the UBL. I always admired his
persistent work at the grass-roots
level of the church in Alajuelita.

Farewell to a colleague, professor,
pastor, friend.

By Jaime Prieto

If the church assumes its prophetic role in
society, nothing will guarantee that it has
many followers. To the contrary, instead of
being attractive to people, it may repel
them. However, wasn’t this what happened
to the prophets? Wasn’t this what happened
to Jesus? How is it that we pretend to be
successful when Jesus wasn’t? Jesus
triumphed on the cross, not in numbers of
followers. However, this shouldn’t stop the
prophetic church from also seeking to attract
people, without abandoning its
fundamental calling.

Arturo Piedra, 1984

Arturo Piedra
Arturo Piedra

(1952 - 2007)

The last course that we were
planning together was on the Life
and thought of the Church in Latin
America, based on the first volume
of Arturo’s doctoral dissertation at
Edinburg, Scotland, and the book
by José Míguez Bonino, The faces
of protestantism in Latin America.
However, I taught the course alone
because he was once again attacked
by cancer.

Arturo is gone and our hearts

Arturo in his early years as professor in the SBL.

The UBL’s letter to
individuals, churches and
agencies, in gratitude for
their messages of
consolation is posted in
the news section of
ubila.net.  In the Photo
Gallery are pictures taken
at the memorial service
held on March 7th.
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A few significant dates in the life of Arturo Piedra

1952...............Born in San José, Costa Rica

1974-1979......Pastor of the Biblical Church of Atenas, Costa Rica, his first pastorate

1978...............Received a Bachelor of Theology degree from the Latin American
Biblical Seminary

1981...............Married Elizabeth Delgado

1982...............Received a Licenciature degree in History from the Catholic University
in Nicaragua

1983-2007......Professor of Church History at the Latin American Biblical Seminary/UBL

1984, 1985, 1987 Births of Arturo, Nahima and Yamilceh

1994...............Received a Ph. D. in Church History from the University of Edinburg,
Scotland

1994-2007......Pastor of the Getsemaní Biblical Church in Hatillo, in the southern part
of San José

2000-2002......Publication of his doctoral dissertation in two volumes

2004-2005......Publication of two volumes of theological essays of John Stam, edited
by Arturo

ache. He gave important leadership
in the Latin American Council of
Churches (CLAI), in the Comission
for the study of church history in
Latin America (CEHILA), at the
UBL, and in the churches of Latin
America.

Arturo is gone, and we are
reminded of the fragility of life. He
dedicated himself in recent years to
gathering the writings of John
Stam, a colleague and mentor. He
spoke to me also of the importance
of the documents of other
organizations of the churches in the
1960’s and 1970’s.

Arturo is gone. He was a
respected teacher, both in words and
in example, in the classroom and in
daily lif e. We will no longer hear
his wise words, his questions, his
laughter.

Arturo is gone. We weep with
his wife Elizabeth, and his three
children, Arturo, Nahima, and
Yamilceh.

I think of a document he
presented in Nicaragua about Carlos
Fonseca, titled “Tayacán (Leader),
victorious over death”. I know that
Arturo is also victorious over death
because he held firm to his faith in
Christ. Many young men and
women in the neighborhood and
church of Alajuelita and many parts
of the continent follow his footsteps
and his leadership.

Arturo is dead and we are sad,
but we remember his smile, his
messy hair, and his agile thoughts.
We love him and he lives in our
hearts. He is present with us and
many times we will encounter
memories of him in dreams, books,
smiles and much more. We will
imagine him now in the mansions
of eternal life, where God has
convoked us all to meet at the
banquet table.

33333

Memorial Service, March 7th

Top left: Opening words by Violeta Rocha,
Rector of the UBL.

Below left: Many people attended.

Top right: The students brought candles as a
 farewell gesture.

Center right: The worship center with student
 candles.

Below right: The UBL planted a tree in
 Arturo’s memory.
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One of the big challenges for
2006 was the Strategic
planning process, guided by
CREAS, an argentine ecu-

menical organization. Through this
process, we redefined our mission and
vision statements:

Vision: We are a latin american and
caribbean ecumenical institution dedicated
to theological education and research,
connected to a network of institutions that
serve churches and social movements,
contributing to the construction of a more
egalitarian society, human enjoyment and
the practice of peace with justice from the
perspectives of faith and praxis.

Mission: the UBL is a latin american and
caribbean ecumenical institution that
contributes to the strengthening of
processes for social and religious
transformation through reflection and
biblical-theological research. The UBL
carries out its mission through
participation in a theological network,
based on its commitment to the promotion
of equality and the participation of
diversified soical sectors, from the
perspective of the values of the reign of
God.

Values:

Inclusivity : educational opportunities
for sectors and persons who are
traditionally marginated from
latin american and carribbean
society.

Peace: cooperation to overcome all
forms of asymetrical
relationships that generate social
violence.

Equality : that the diversity of
cultural, economic, generational
and gender groups have full civil
and religious participation.

Solidarity : to accompany those
movements, people and groups
that seek social justice.

Respect: to build interpersonal rela-
tionships that are based on

Strategic planning
2007  -  2011

Integrated
seminar 2007

In June and July, Nidia Fonseca, Victorio
Araya and José Enrique Ramírez will team
teach the UBL’s annual integrated seminar.
This year’s theme is “Theological
education in the electronic era”.

Technological change does not involve just
machinery. It has an impact on human
relations and in the ways people think and
learn as well as the values by which they
live. The barrier between real and virtual is
unclear. Concepts of time shift, prioritizing
the present, and opening possibilities for
virtual travel to past worlds. Reality is
defined, created and manipulated freely.
The horror of war has been reduced by
hours of television, movies and video
games that depict even the crudest forms of
violence. Results are expected to be
instantaneous. In learning, the emphasis
is visual.

These shifts have been accompanied by
diverse reactions. Some people are
reserved, concerned about the long-term
implacations of these changes. Others
regard technology as a new form of
magically solving problems. It is
important to understand and analyze the
diversity of attitudes, both positive and
negative.

One thing that is clear is that technology
and finance are closely related. It is
necessary to ask whose technology, whose
purposes, what aspirations are being met
and who is being excluded. How is it
possible to experience a living faith, do
relevant theology and promote social
justice in the context of the technological
era? In this course, we will seek to answer
these and other questions, drawing from
interdisciplinary perspectives.

mutual learning, active listening
and the freedom to express ideas
and feelings.

Strategic actions: teaching, research, de-
velopment of extension programs and net-
works.

Transversal issues: gender, ethnic, gen-
erational and social class inclusivity, af-
firming the option for the poor.

Challenges and projections:

1. The communications era challenges
us to develop a new educational
paradigm that responds to technical
and scientific advances.

2. We must maintain and strengthen our
educational program in ways that
humanize society  and reflect justice,
opening opportunities for people and
groups that are regularly excluded. In
this process, the creative use of
technology and the strengthening of
our theological network is vital.

3. It is urgent to strengthen the
interdisciplinary teaching teams that
work together in all aspects of
theological-biblical thinking and
curriculum development in ways that
reflect solidarity, integration and
mutual support.

4. Professors need opportunities to
improve educational planning,
programming and evaluation skills
that take advantage of new technology
and that promote broader social
access to educational programs.
Education must contribute to
denouncing injustice and announcing
the Good News in such a way that it
contributes to a more integral social
and religious transformation that
promotes equality and human joy
from the perspectives of belief and
practice.

5. In the process of replacing professors
that are retiring, it is important to seek
candidates with interdisciplinary
skills rather than narrow special-
izations.
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Prepared with information provided
by José Enrique Ramírez
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From the 1st  to the 3rd of march, 38 women
professors from different seminaries or
universities representing 16 Latin American

countries met at the Latin American Biblical
University.  The focus of this gathering was the
prevention of gender-based violence against women.
The event was sponsored by the Ecumenical Latin
American Theological Education Community
(CETELA) that incorporates numerous theological
education institutions in the region.

Third gathering
  of women

theology professors

Background

The first two gatherings of women theology professors
(San José 1994, Managua 2000) demonstrated results in
the strengthening of gender sensitivity in biblical,
theological and pastoral teaching materials. We have also
seen an increase in the number of women faculty and the
passage of leadership from the older to younger
generations of women. We examined themes, new
pedagogical perspectives, and the leadership and
participative roles of women in related institutions. A vital
process of dialogue and exchange was strengthened.

The first gathering linked feminist theory with
feminist methodologies, hermeneutical approaches and
the gender paradigm in the areas of spirituality, liturgy
and pedagagy. 24 women professors from 12 countries
participated in this event.  In the second gathering,

there were 44 professors from 14 countries.  On this
occasion, the group focused on relationships between
teaching and gender, as well as methodological
strategies, institutional pedagogical styes, and the
incorporation of gender as a transversal theme en the
general currículm of the institutions.

Why focus on gender violence?

The growing number of murders and other forms of
violence against women is a concern that all of us
share and which must be confronted.  This makes us
aware of the need to gain clarity on the scope of this
reality in which so many women are trapped.

It is not enough to understand the reality of
violence without making a commitment to its
prevention. Theological reflection, biblical
interpretation and pastoral theology have been
important resources for the construction of personal
identities and gender concepts because they transmit
images and symbols that influence human behavior and
sacralize social norms.  The level of influence places
theological teaching institutions in a privileged position
to confront gender violence and to promote alternatives
that increase mutual cooperation and fulfillment.

Some conclusions of the gathering

The level of violence in society is increasing. In
response, at the institutional levels we are challenged
to confront this reality with our biblical, theological
and pastoral resources.  In order to do so, it is
important to strengthen formation in feminist theology,
biblical studies, gender theory and pastoral approaches.
At the same time, work in the area of masculinity is
urgently needed in order to confront gender identities
that contribute to violence.  All of these challenges
need responses at all levels of work with the churches,
with both clergy and laity and within theological
education institutions.

By:  Mireya Baltodano
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Presenting:
 Nidia Fonseca,

Vice-rector of the UBL
(2006-2009)

In her own words

Today´s challenges are planetary,
complex and inter-connected. Clearly,
we live in a world of sin – social sin.
Poverty, intitutional violence (military,
legal and cultural), social class
inequalities, gender inequality, the
contamination of the environment and
other problems fill us with indignation.
… It is in this world that we develop
theological education, challenged to
discern the signs of God´s presence in
the search for wholistic responses to
our concrete contexts.

With Daniel Chiquete’s return to
Germany, the UBL was given the

opportunity to integrate Rev. Nidia Fonseca as
the Vice-rector. Nidia has worked at the UBL
since 1998, in charge of our non-degree
educational programs. This gives her a broad
knowledge of our institution and the
international institutions with which we work.
This is very important in her new position in
which she works closely with the groups and
institutions that offer our degree-level studies
throughout Latin America.

Nidia is a pastor of the Costa Rican Wesleyan
Methodist Church, a denomination that seeks
to build a new form of Latin American church,
based on solid wesleyan theology, affirming
ecumenism, community service and the
equality of men and women in home, church
and community. Nidia also has pastoral
experience within a pentecostal church in
Venezuela where she lived from nine years and
also collaborated with one of the UBL-related
study centers in Maracaibo.

We are truly pleased to incorporate Nidia in
this new opportunity for leadership!

Study groups
at the UBL

AFTER NINE DAYS in Nicara-
gua, 28 Lancaster Seminary stu-
dents bounded off the plane, happy
to feel the cooler weather. The

Dear Friends in God´s
Work in this Hemisphere:

What a privilege it is to be a part of this
wonderful community for a couple of months,
lending a hand in the library.

Just what have I been doing?    In the beginning
I was  helping  Head Librarian Alvaro Perez to
pull together an Internet Data Base on
theological subjects for professors and students.
More recently I have been helping with
organization of the archives, a task that has
been waiting for rescue for some time.

While archives work would be dull for most
people, I personally find it interesting since I
happen to love the study of history —and this
work is enabling me to learn a great deal about
UBL´s rich history.  ( I am also an organizer by
nature.)

There are other great benefits in being here.
The university is set in a beautiful tropical
garden, which showcases the most well known
trees, shrubs and flowers of Costa Rica.  How

could I not love this, especially when I think of
what my fellow Minnesotans are experiencing
right  now – winter, to be precise, and the
annual struggle through snowdrifts to get just
about anywhere!

It´s been a great extra bonus to be able to trade
English language skills for Spanish language
skills with members of this outstanding group of
theology students from all over Central and
South America.   How could one not live in hope
when living among such a wonderful staff and
students who will continue to return to their
own communities throughout Central and
South American year after year to share the ever-
renewing good news of God’s transforming work.

The UBL is a treasure of an institution, a place
of learning – but also a place of peace and hope
and love. RUTH  JONES

page 7
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____ I am interested in giving of my time and skills in volunteer service.
Length of stay: _____________       Possible dates:  _____________________

____ My contribution in the amount of $ ______ is enclosed.

____ Please tell me how to channel my gift through: ______ the UMC _____ the PCUSA.

____ I would like to make a contribution of stocks, bonds or other financial certif icates.
Please tell me how to do this.

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

             City:________________   State: ________________  Zip: ________________

Phone number: ____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO:  ASOCIACIÓN SEMINARIO BÍBLICO LATINOAMERICANO.

schedule, however, did not let up.
Days of reflecting on Latin Ameri-
can Theology -past and present, the
Latin American Context, Immigra-
tion Issues, Ethics and Ecology,
Reading the Bible in Latin America,
and others diverse topics. They also
had a chance to enjoy the natural
beauty of Costa Rica with a visit to
a volcano, a hike through a rain
forest. A walk through a banana
plantation offered a perspective on
the effects of a foreign-owned
company’s production of this crop
on soil, economy and human
beings.

This was just one of the groups that
has shared with us this year.
Montclair Presbyterian Church in
Oakland, CA, spent a week
exploring issues in Central America
both with UBL and with friends
from the UMAVIDA network in
Bolivia. A highlight was the

opportunity to dialogue with the
Bolivian ambassador to Costa
Rica about the situation in his
country.

Two groups have brought
university students to both learn
and get involved in work projects
in marginalized communities of
San José. A group of 15 from
McKendree College in Lebanon,
Illinois, spent three days doing
hard work pouring church floors
and fixing up the pastor’s house

These three months have been
intensely full of experiences of
sharing with friends from the U.S.
They become friends who come to
learn and to share, to support UBL
and it’s programs, to discover a new
world and allow us to become a part
of their lives. What is even better,
they become a part of our lives as
well!

of a Presbyterian congregation on
the outskirts of the city. Marshall
University, from Huntington, West
Virginia, is working the third week
of March, repairing the walls of a
Methodist congregation. Two days
of study on the situation in Central
America and theological reflection
from Latin America - along with
some sightseeing - complete their
week with us.

Every gift
is important repair-work). Spending time on our

campus or at one of the UBL’s related
centers throughout Latin America
provides the opportunity to be a part of
our work and to enjoy tourism in spare
moments.

Some financial supporters of the
UBL prefer to give directly, while
members of some denominations, such
as the United Methodist Church and the
Presbyterian Church USA, take
advantage of designated channels for
gifts. Yet others might consider a
donation in kind, such as stock or
bonds.

No stay is too short and no amount
is too small. The combined support of
many individuals and organizations is
vital to enabling us to provide the best
theological education possible for men
and women in Latin America.

Please complete and mail this form
with your gift or for more information.

Violeta Rocha
Rector, UBL

UBL , Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    www.ubila.net    ubila@ice.co-cr

VOLUNTEER WORK , scholarship
funds, permanent funds ... there are
many ways to support the mission of
the UBL. Volunteers are always
welcome and needed for the library and
basic maintenance (painting and minor
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Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    www.ubila.net

 of the Latin American Biblical University
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Come work!  Come study!
You can do both!

Have you considered learning Spanish? When space is available, language students
are welcome to live on campus. Opportunities to sit in on Bible or theology

classes can be negotiated.

Would you like to come for a “hands-on” volunteer experience? Individuals and
groups can help out on campus or in local churches, for a week or longer.

Or, go to a center in another country!

Do you want to learn about Latin America and what’s going on in biblical-
theological thinking? Visiting students and intensive study groups both provide

interaction with UBL professors, local church leaders and other community leaders, with
opportunities for learning and dialogue. While many of our resource people speak

English, we provide translation, when necessary.

How about a “combo”? Do some volunteer work, take Spanish classes at a nearby
language school, participate in classes and other activities at the

UBL and in the community.

For more information, contact:   elicook@ubila.net


