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Arturo Pledra

Arturo in his early years as professor in the SBL.

(1952 - 2007)

If the church assumes its prophetic role in
societyothing will guarantee that it has
many followers tfie contranystead of

being attractive to people, it may repel
them. Howeweaishthis what happened

to the prophetshwhis what happened

to Jesus? How is it that we pretend to be
successful when Jest Jessrs

triumphed on the cross, not in numbers of
followers. Howekier shouldstop the
prophetic church from also seeking to attract
people, without abandoning its
fundamental calling.

Arturo Piedra, 1984

Farewell to a colleague, professor,

pastor, friend.

By Jaime Prieto

The UBLs letter to
individuals, chuches and
agencies, in gratitude for
their messages of
consolation is posted in
the news section of
ubila.net. In the Photo
Gallery are pictues taken
at the memorial service
held on Mach 7.

2

very sad He passedveay planning t@ether was on the Lié

A rturo has died and we are The last course that we were

onTuesdg, February 20, a and thought of the Church in Latin
the peak of his skills and wisdom in  Amelica, based on thearkt wolume

theolagyy and twurch histoy.

| met him 27 yars ajo. He was
my professor and my thesis guide. |
was his studeneseach assistant.
He opened the dosifor me to vork
at the UBL. | alvays admied his
pessistent vork a the gass-pots

of Arturo’s doctoal dissetation a
Edinkurg, Scotland and the book
by José Miguez Bonind he faces
of protestantism in Latin America.
Howewer, | taught the cowe alone
because he &8 once gain ataded
by cancer

level of the @wurch inAlajuelita. Arturo is gone and our hearts



ache He qave impotant leadeship

in the Ldin American Council of
Churches (CLAI), in the Comission
for the study of church history in
Latin America (CEHILA), a the
UBL, and in the churches of Latin
America.

Arturo is gone, and we are
reminded of the fragility of life. He
dedicated himself in recent years to
gaheiling the witings of bhn
Stam,a collegue and mentoHe
spole to me also of the imp@nce
of the documents of other
organizaions of the burches in the
19605 and 197@®.

Arturo is gone He was a
respected te&er, both in words and
in example in the dassoom and in
daily life. We will no longer hear
his wise vords, his questionshis
laughter

Arturo is gone We wee with
his wife Elizabeth, and his three
children,Arturo, Nahima,and
Yamilceh.

| think of a document he
presented in Nicaragua about Carlos
Fonsecatitled “Tayacan (Leader),
victorious over dedh”. | know tha
Arturo is also victaous over dedh
because he heldin to his &ith in
Christ. Mary young men and
women in the neighborhood and
church of Alajuelita and may pats
of the continentdllow his footstes
and his leadership.

Arturo is dead and we are sad,
but we remember his smijéhis
messy hajrand his gile thoughts.
We love him and heVies in our
hearts. He is present with us and
mary times we will encounter
memories of him in dreams, books,
smiles and mch mowe. We will
imagine him nav in the mansions
of eternal life, where God has
corvoked us all to meettdhe
banquet table.

Memorial Service, March'7

Top left: Opening words byioleta Rocha,
Rector of the UBL.

Below left: Many people attended.

Top right: The students brought candles as a
farewell gesture.

Center rightThe worship center with student
candles.

Below right: The UBL planted a tree in
Arturo’s memory

A few significant dates in the life of Arturo Piedra

1952.............. Born in San José, Costa Rica

1974-1979..... Pastor of the Bilical Church of Atenas,Costa Ricahis first pastoate

1978..............! Receved a Babelor of Theolayy degree fiom the Ldin American
Biblical Seminary

1981........cc..... Married Elizébeth Del@do

1982.............. Receved a Licenciture dgree in Histoy from the Céholic University
in Nicaragua

1983-2007..... Professor of Chuwh History at theLatin American Bildical Seminay/UBL
1984,1985,1987 Biths ofArturo, Nahima and/amilceh

1994............... Receved a Ph. Din Chuch History from the Unversity of Edinkurg,
Scotland

1994-2007..... Pastor of the Getsemani Biital Church in Hdillo, in the souther pat
of San José

2000-2002..... Pubication of his doctoal dissetation in two volumes

2004-2005..... Pubication of two volumes of theolgical essgs of bhn Stamegdited
by Arturo



ne of the big challenges for
2006 was the Stategic
planning process, guided by
CREAS an agentine ecu-
menical oganizaion. Through this
_process,we redefned our mission and
iIvisiBAstatements:

na\;ision: We ake a ldain ameican and
caribbean ecumenical institution dedicated
to theological education and research,
qlvepjuricted to a netwik of institutions tha

r| sewe durches and social nvements,
hinkentibuting to the constrction of a moe

N ggaljtaian societyhuman enjpment and
irthepractice of peace with justice from the
rifizReippectves of &ith and paxis.

tiesvidsion: the UBL is a latin american and
Y|!<aribbean ecumenical institution that
ffeebhtibutes to the sengthening of
efl pyocesses for social and religious
otransformation through reflection and
s foiblisaditheolagical reseach. The UBL
ecarries out its mission through
hpsiticipation in a theolgical network,
based on its commitment to the promotion
. &)unality and the participation of
! cg rsified soical secta, from the
perspectve of the alues of the eign of

c
\

e thelnclusivity : educational opportunities

nd for sectors and persons who are
traditionally maginated from
latin american and carribbean
plogy  society

Peace coopestion to overcome all

- g met forms of asymetrical
it relationships that generate social
do violence.
al  Equality: that the diersity of
bgical  cultural, economic, generational

hnswer and gnder goups hae full civil
from and religious participation.

Solidarity: to accompawn those
maovements,people and ipups
that seek social justice.

Respect to kuild intempersonal ela-
tionships that are based on

Strategic
2007

mutual leaning, active listening
and the feedom to gpress ideas|
and feelings.

Strategic actions:teaching, research, de
velopment of gtension pograms and net-
works.

Transversal issuesgendery ethnic gen-
erational and social lass indusivity, af-
firming the optiondr the poor

Challenges and projections:

1. The communications era challeng
us to deelop a ne& educaional
paradigm that responds to technid
and scientit advances.

We nmust maintain and sgtngthen our
educdional pogram in ways thd
humanize society and reflect justic|
opening opportunities for people ar
groups thaare regulaly excluded In
this process,the cedive use of
technology and the strengthening
our theolagical network is vital.

It is urgent to stengthen the
interdisciplinary teaching teams th
work together in all aspects o
theological-biblical thinking and
curiculum development in \ays tha
reflect solidaity, integration and
mutual support.

Professors need opportunities
improve educéonal planning
programming and ealuaion skills
that take advantaye of nev tedhnolagy
and that promote broader soci

4,

access to educational programs.

Educdion must contrbute to

denouncing injustice and announcing

the Good Ne's in sut a way tha it
contibutes to a ma integral social
and religious transformation thag
promotes equality and humanyjo
from the pespectves of belief and
practice.

In the process of replacing professd
that are retiring, it is important to see
candidates with interdisciplinary
skills rather than naow special-
izations.

planning
2011
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wolmen
prof es0rs

professos from different seminaes or occasion, the group focused on relationships betwee
universities iepresenting 16 Lin American teading and gnder as well as methodolgical
counties met athe Ldin American Billical strategies, institutional pedgogcal styes,and the
University. The focus of this gtheling was the incomporation of gender as a @ans\ersal theme en the
prevention of gnderbased violencegainst women. general curriculm of the institutions.
The e/ent was spons@d ty the Ecumenical Ltin
American Theolmical Educéion Comnunity Why focus on gender violence?
(CETELA) that incorporates numerous theological
educaion institutions in theagon. The gowing number of nurders and otherdrms of
violence gainst women is a concartha all of us
shae and vhich must be confonted This males us
Background aware of the need toagn darity on the scope of this
reality in which so mag women ae trapped

From the ¥ to the 3' of mach, 38 women there were 44 professors from 14 countries. On this

The frst two gathelings of women theolgy professos It is not enough to understand the reality of

(San José 1994, Managua 2000) demonstrated results in  violence without making a commitment to its

the stengthening of gnder sensitity in biblical, prevention. Theolagical reflection, biblical

theolaical and pastal teatiing maerials.\We hae also interpretation and past@l theolgy have been

seen an in@ase in theumber of vomen &culty and the important resources for the construction of personal
passage of leadership from the older to younger identities and gnder congets because tlggransmit
genestions of womenWe ecamined themesev images and symbols thanfluence human belimr and
pedayogcal pespectves,and the leadship and sacalize social nams. The lesel of influence places
paticipative roles of women in elated institutionsA vital theolagical teading institutions in a pvileged position
process of dialgue and xchang was stengthened to confiont gender violence and to gmote altematives

The frst gethering linked feminist theoy with that increase mtual coopeation and fulfliment.
feminist methodologies, hermeneutical approaches and
the gender paadigm in the agas of spituality, liturgy
and pedgagy 24 women pofessos from 12 counies
paticipated in this gent. In the secondatheling,

Some conclusions of the gathering

The level of violence in society is ineasing In
responsed the institutional leels we ae dallenged
to confront this reality with our biblical, theological
and pastoral resources. In order to do so, it is
important to stengthen érmdion in feminist theolgy,
biblical studies, gender theory and pastoral approach
At the same timework in the aea of masculinity is
urgently needed in ater to confont gender identities
that contibute to violence All of these tallenges
need esponsestall levels of work with the dwrches,
with both dergy and laity and within theotpcal
education institutions.




ith Daniel Chigsetegturn

ermanyhe UBL was givep tl
opportunity to integratdidR@¥onseca a:
the i¢e-rectaidia has worked at tQe U
since 1998, in charge of our ngn-d
educational programs. This gives fer
knowledge of our institution gnd
international institutions with whichywe
This is very important in her new posi
which she works closely with the grot
institutions that offer our degree-Igvel
throughout Latin America. I

I Nidia is a pastor of the CostslRicin W

I Methodist Church, a denominatiorl that seeks

I to build a new form of Latin Ameridan church,

I based on solid wesleyan #f@oog§ Dear Friends in God's

I ecumenism, community servicd angy&he in this Hemisphere:

I equality of men and women in horfe, church

I and communitidia also has padtorgjyat 4 privilege it is to be a part of this

I experience within a pentecostal kkhughdBrful community for a couple of months
I \énezuela where she lived from nirle yea{§a§@ hand in the. library
I also collaborated with one of the WBL-related

I study centers in Maracaibo. Just what have | been doing? In the bét Hlﬂﬁrﬂ;m love this, especially when | think «
F@Efo
fi

| ; -
W are truly pleased to incorporat Ni(lji‘%"ilﬁ helping Head Librarian Alvaro Pe fellow Minesotans are experiencin
yp P , pull'to

t now — wijritebe precise, and the
: . . gether an Internet Data Base on 9 ) .
this new opportunity for leadershig! theological subjects for professors and Sﬂg@éwsgtruggle through snowdrifts to get jus
about anywhere!

More recently | have been helping with

| |

| |

. . Study groups

| |

! : at the UBL

| Presenting:|

I Nidia Fonsecai

: Vice-rector of the UBL i AFTER NINE DAYS in Nicara-

I (2006-2009) gua, 28 Lancaster Seminary stu-

I I dents bounded bthe plane, happy
to feel the cooler weathérhe

I I page 7

|

|

organization of the archives, a task that r|1tasb t extra b 1o be able to tr:
been waiting for rescue for some time. S been a great extra bonus 1o be able 1o 1

English language skills for Spanish language
gflls with members of this outstanding grour

|
|
|
, : While archives work would be dull for mé: ePIogy students from all over Central and
. eople, | personally find it interesting sin ) o
| beop P y 9 gh America. How could one not live in h
|
|
|

happen to love the study of history —an

work is enabling me to learn a great deal’ pvmg among such a wonderful staff an

UBLs rich histbham also an organizer bz'tu ents who will continue to return to their

nature.) wn communities throughout Central and

South American year after year to share the

There are other great benefits in being hr&%gwing good newssdfeBsitirming work.

I
|
"l The university is set in a beautiful tropical[(l

I garden, which showcases the most well EJS\M]BL is a treasure of an institution, a pla
|
n

t hrub d fl f Costa Rica.® ning — but also a place of peace and h
rees, shrubs and flowers of Costa Rica a (Wc])rve. RUTH JONES




schedule, howevedid not let up.
Days of reflecting on LatiAmeri-

canTheology -past and present, the

Latin American Context, Immigra-
tion Issues, Ethics and Ecology
Reading the Bible in LatiAmerica,
and others diverse topicBhey also
had a chance to enjoy the natural
beauty of Costa Rica with a visit to
a volcano, a hike through a rain
forest.A walk through a banana
plantation ofered a perspective on
the efects of a foreign-owned
companys production of this crop
on soil, economy and human
beings.

This was just one of the groups that

has shared with us this year
Montclair Presbyterian Church in
Oakland, CA, spent a week
exploring issues in CentrAmerica
both with UBL and with friends
from the UMAV/IDA network in
Bolivia. A highlight was the

Every
Important

opportunity to dialogue with the
Bolivian ambassador to Costa
Rica about the situation in his
country

Two groups have brought
university students to both learn
and get involved in work projects
in maginalized communities of
San JoséA group of 15 from
McKendree College in Lebanon,
lllinois, spent three days doing
hard work pouring church floors
and fixing up the pastts house

of a Presbyterian congregation on
the outskirts of the cityMarshall
University, from HuntingtonWest
Virginia, is working the third week
of March, repairing the walls of a
Methodist congregatiofwo days
of study on the situation in Central
America and theological reflection
from LatinAmerica - along with
some sightseeing - complete their
week with us.

VOLUNTEER WORK , scholarship
funds, permanent funds ... there are
mary ways to suppdrthe mission of
the UBL.Voluntees are alvays

These three months have been
intensely full of experiences of
sharing with friends from the U.S.
They become friends who come to
learn and to share, to support UBL
and it’s programs, to discover a new
world and allow us to become a part
of their lives.What is even better
they become a part of our lives as
well!

repairwork). Spending time on our
campus or taone of the UBILs related
centes thioughout L&in America
provides the oppdunity to be a parof

welcome and needed for the library and
basic maintenance (painting and minor

our work and to enjg tourism in spae
moments.

Some inhancial suppders of the
UBL prefer to gve directly, while
members of some denominations, such
as the United Methodist Church and the
Prestyterian Chuch USA, take
advantaye of designeed dannels ér
gifts. Yet othes might consider a
donation in kind, such as stock or
bonds.

FURL Arde ot - 1000an Ak (octm RIem 1

UBL, Apdo. 901 - 1000San &sé,Costa Rica

Tel. (506) B3-4498/283-8848 Fax. 283-6826 www.ubila.net  ubila@iceo-cr

____lamintessted in @ving of my time and skills in glunteer serice.
Length of stay: Possible dates:

is tosed

_____ My contibution in the amount of $

Please tell me foto channel ny gift through: the UMC the PCUSA

No stay is too short and no amount
is too small.The combined suppbof
mary individuals and aganizdions is
vital to endling us to povide the best
theological education possible for men
and women in Ldin America.

| would like to male a contibution of sto&s, bonds or otherifiancial cetificates.
Please tell me hoto do this.

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Please complete and mail this form
with your gift or for more information.

Phone number:

Email:

Violeta Rota
Rector UBL

14

CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: ASOCIACION SEMINARIO BiBLICO LATINOAMERICANO.

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| — l
| — |
| |
| Name: |
| |
| |
| i
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |



Come work! Come study!
You can do both!

Have you considered learning Spanish? When space is available, language students
are welcome to live on campus. Opportunities to sit in on Bible or theology
classes can be negotiated.

Would you like to come for a “hands-on” volunteer experience? Individuals and
groups can help out on campus or in local churches, for a week or longer.
Or, go to a center in another country!

Do you want to learn about Latin America and what’s going on in biblical-
theological thinking? Visiting students and intensive study groups both provide
interaction with UBL professors, local church leaders and other community leaders, with
opportunities for learning and dialogue. While many of our resource people speak
English, we provide translation, when necessary.

How about a “combo”™? Do some volunteer work, take Spanish classes at a nearby
language school, participate in classes and other activities at the
UBL and in the community.

For more information, contact: elicook@ubila.net

FACES

of the Latin American Biblical University

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848 Fax. 283-6826 www.ubila.net

IMPRESOS

CORREO AEREO - AIR MAIL




