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The excitement mounted as friends, colleagues
past and present started to arrive for the event.
Directors from UBL’s associated centers in Latin

America, graduates, retired professors, pastors from lo-
cal denominations and friends joined with us in San José
the week of April 23-27 to celebrate an anniversary. Ten
years ago, the Latin American Biblical University, after
84 of functioning as a Bible Institute and Seminary, was
awarded university accreditation by the Costa Rican
government.

An anniversary is a time for celebration, but also a time
for looking back and in a special way, looking forward.
This we did, with an intense look at our dual mission of
theology and pedagogy in Latin America and the Carib-
bean. The changing contexts in South America, a focus
on economy, gender and generational issues, challenges
from indigenous and afro-Caribbean peoples led to
discussions on doing theology and developing
pedagogies from these realities. Our eyes were opened
as we listened to the Costa Rican deaf community share
their understanding of communication and living in
community.

The closing worship service was our opportunity to say
thank you to  many of the individuals, churches and
institutions who have accompanied UBL during these
past 10 years and more; individuals (UBL faculty and
others) who have made a significant contribution to
ecumenical and theological education in Latin America,
as well as staff who have demonstrated faithful service
to the institution and its mission. (see list).

Accompanying us during this week of theological reflec-
tion and celebration were representatives from denomi-

nations and ecumenical organizations that have walked
with UBL through the years: Tracy King (Presbyterian
Church USA), Ross and Gloria Kinsler (former faculty,
also PCUSA), Julio Murray (Bishop, Central American
Episcopal Church, President of the Latin American
Council of Churches), Thomas Quenet and Gary Hall
(The Methodist Church of England), Bruce Hutchinson
(United Church of Canada), among others.

We look forward to the next 10 years as we seek to
share the “good news to the poor” in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

Certificates of recognition were awarded to:

1. Individuals who have contributed to theological and ecu-
menical reflection of UBL and Latin America: Dr. Sharon
Ringe, Bishop Julio Murray, Lic. Nelly García, Bishop Nelly
Ritchie, Prof. Antonio Otzoy and Dr. Lothar Engel.

2. Sister institutions: Latin American Council of Churches,
Ecumenical Theological Education of the World Council of
Churches, Evangelisches Missionswerk (Germany), Women’s
Division of the United Methodist Church (USA), United
Church of Canada, Disciples of Christ (USA), Ecumenical
Research Institute (DEI-Costa Rica), Ecumenical School of
Religious Sciences of the National University of Costa Rica,
Emaús Community (Costa Rica), Emaús Forum (Costa Rica).

3. Administrative staff with more than 15 years of service:
Gladys Aguilar, Francisco “Chico” Blanco, Jorge Delgadillo,
Margarita Solano and Alvaro Pérez.

4. Professor emeritus:*  Dra. Elsa Tamez , Dr. Arturo Piedra
“in memoriam”, Dr. Jorge Pixley, Dr. Plutarco Bonilla and
Dr. Arnoldo Mora.

Nidia Fonseca,
Vice-rector of the UBL

Theology and teaching workshop

Antonio OtzoyFrancisco Blanco

Irene Foulkes Elsa Tamez
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Tillich: the religious dimension of art

For Paul Tillich (d. 1965), art—
especially painting and arquitecture—
was a prime source for doing theology.
As he commented, “I always learned

more from paintings than from
theological books”.  Tillich refused to

draw a sharp dicotomy between
“secular” and “sacred”.  For him, the

“secular” always contained within
itself the “sacred”, that is, the “depth
dimension” that points to “ultimate

reality”, his way of talking about God.
Thus the religious or theological
dimension of art is its capacity to

confront the viewer with reality, with
Ultimate Reality itself.  This is made
possible not so much by the theme of
the scene, certainly not a specifically

religious theme, but rather by its
artistic style.  For Tillich, style is what

opens visual expression to the
dimensión of Ultimate Reality.  In this

sense, Tillich preferred abstract
expressionism because, in his view, this

style forces viewers literally to see
reality in novel ways that, in turn,

permit them to come face-to-face with
Ultimate Reality.  This, then, is how art
becomes a source for doing theology.

Roy H. May

 Theology

Day of reflection:

Art

and
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One of the roles of universities is that of investigating
different fields and responding to challenges that the
context offers.  Since Theology and the Bible project

unimaginable horizons of possibilities of reflection, they’re
related to art in all of their expressions.

To celebrate the tenth anniversary of the UBL, a series of artistic
reflections throughout year 2007 was planned.

The projected theme for this project is Art and theology.  The
idea  is to open spaces for reflection in response to Latin America,
to art and theological reflection. The purpose of these days is to
explore and to establish links with the Costa Rican artistic
community.

This process will enliven a little explored but important field
for Latin America.  In addition it offers opportunity to rethink
teaching through different forms of exploration in theology,
biblical exegesis, hermeneutics, and the role of pastor.

Lines, colors, movement, silence, tears, passion, prayer,
metaphors, bodies and words are all expressions life!  It is part
of this school called life, like Frey Betto and Paulo Freire
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IN ADDITION TO CLASSESIN ADDITION TO CLASSESIN ADDITION TO CLASSESIN ADDITION TO CLASSESIN ADDITION TO CLASSES, there are
always activities going on at the UBL. The
faculty has held two gatherings this year,
one to discuss improving interpersonal
relationships in the community and
another to share ideas on a possible new
program in Gender and Religion. In the
most recent “Bible afternoon”, Dr. Jorge
Pixley shared a summary of a manuscript
of a forthcoming book on the nature of
God. Earlier in the year, Dr. Leonardo Boff
spoke on Christianity, ecology and human
responsibility.

The Theology school has also held a
variety of events. At the beginning of the
year, Jonathan Pimentel, Roy May and
Victorio Araya organized a panel
discussion on the relevance of Paul
Tillich’s theology in Latin America.
Recently, Edwin Mora shared aspects of his
work and research on spiritual
accompaniment of persons who have drug
dependencies. In the future, Sara
Baltodano, Jaime Prieto and other
professors will make presentations based
on their writing and research. As always,
we look forward to stimulating
conversations in the community through
these dialogue and enrichment activities!

     Janet May, Professor UBL

Conversations,Conversations,Conversations,Conversations,Conversations,
gatheringsgatheringsgatheringsgatheringsgatherings

and and and and and more...more...more...more...more...

Jorge Pixley

Victorio Araya, Jonathan Pimentel and Roy May

Leonardo Boff

said.  This
is also
theology.
And since it
is integral to
our being,
why not
participate in this adventure?

Because of this, we decided that
to feel and to think artistically is
to celebrate.  In art and theology,
every approach is always bold
because to create means sweat,
trembling, and hesitation.  At
times, the artist is captivated by
the sacred, and shows us this
experience in bold new ways.
Each artist that is used to such
boldness knows well the mystery
of exploration.

It is through the satire or the
complexities of good and of evil,
piety, the cross, the faith, the
incomprehensible or the search of
the everlasting where art and
theology meet.  In these months,
we have experienced the passion
of Angela da Costa, the refined
sarcasm of Leda Astorga, the
interwoven colors of Anne
Stickel, and the invaluable
contribution that mobile
sculptures by Andrés Cañas bring
to theological reflection.  But we
also recognize that theology is the
same as the art through the words
of Juan Jacobo Tancara and the
depth of Edmundo Retana poetry.
Art pulsates in the sacred and in
the mundane.

Violeta Rocha
and Gabriela Miranda
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New mission directions

Mireya Baltodano, Rev. Saúl Espino
and Violeta Rocha

Higher Education and
Ministry. The program
has begun with 15 men
and women pastors who
already have some
theological education
and pastoral experience.

This initiative inverts the
traditional understanding
of the US as a country
that sends missionaries
and Latin America as a
mission territory.
Working together across
borders, a new
relationship of mutuality
in mission can grow and
prosper.

Mireya Baltodano

A t the June session of the Educational Council,
the UBL faculty unanimously agreed to

establish a working relationship with the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry of the
United Methodist Church. With this agreement, the
UBL will provide opportunities for Hispanic
pastors of the UMC to earn a Bachelor’s degree in
Theological Science. The program will combine
distance study materials, intensive courses taught in
the US by UBL faculty, periods of study in San
José, Costa Rica and courses taught in US
seminaries that are accredited by the Board of

THE MISSIONS
AKADEMIE  has
long contributed to

50 years
of Missions Akademie

Hamburg, Germany

the formation of men and
women in doctoral studies
programs, including several
members of the UBL
faculty.  These include
Dr. Jaime Prieto, Dr. José
Enrique Ramírez and Dr.
Daniel Chiquete.  At the
moment, Loida Sardiñas is
studing there.

As part of the celebration,
the UBL’s Rector, Violeta
Rocha, brought greetings
from our institution and
made a presentation titled
“the Latin American contri-
bution to the church and
theological renewal.”   We
are united by ties of friend-
ship and support and we
share in the celebration of
Missions Akademie’s 50th.

anniversary.
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From Germany

at the UBL...

Intercultural Experience. The diversity of
countries and people of different cultures
creates very special moments and this is how
we know a few things about cultures
different from ours. The way  in which the
people have welcomed us, their friendship,
their patience, respect for the language dif-
ficulties moments of closeness, in spite of
coming from a different country, are very
valuable experiences.

Agnes Mueller and Brigitte Hermann

A fter completing half of our studies in Germany, we want to learn
the theology that’s devised of a different context. Since we are interested
in the theology of liberation, we chose UBL with the purpose of study-

ing here in the 2007 academic year. We are having a versatile experience:

Liberating experience. We came from an academic environment in which many
times there is no awareness of differing points of view and therefore demands
universal validity; now we learn to think in different way. In addition, we dis-
cover criticisms of dualistic thinking in the western theology that we already had
in relation to the thought process of our context.

Inclusive experience. A new experience as well, was coming to know theology
that comes from the poor, women, and blacks, groups that are normally excluded
in the intellectual process as of our universities.

Participative Experience. It’s typical to be in a class with less than 30 students.
We are completely fascinated by the possibility of participation and discussion in
classes. Moreover, we see how important are the close personal relationships be-
tween professors and students. This creates an environment for open dialogue
and broad participation.

Ecumenical Experience. Living, studying, and celebrating with people of so
many different denominations is a very enriching experience. We are still sur-
prised by the fact that there are almost no doctrinal prejudices but rather a com-
munity marked by mutual acceptance.

From Germany

at the UBL...
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____ I am interested in giving of my time and skills in volunteer service.
Length of stay: _____________       Possible dates:  _____________________

____ My contribution in the amount of $ ______ is enclosed.

____ Please tell me how to channel my gift through: ______ the UMC _____ the PCUSA.

____ I would like to make a contribution of stocks, bonds or other financial certif icates.
Please tell me how to do this.

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

             City:________________   State: ________________  Zip: ________________

Phone number: ____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________

CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO:  ASOCIACIÓN SEMINARIO BÍBLICO LATINOAMERICANO.

UBL , Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    www.ubila.net    ubila@ice.co-cr

DURING THE LAST WEEK OF
AUGUST a group of 15 people
came from The Clairmont
Presbyterian Church (Decatur, GA)
to participate with the Latin
American Biblical University
attending lectures on the situation
of churches in Latin America (Isaías
Ramos), the work of the UBL (Sara
Baltodano) and Exegesis (Guido
Mahecha).  In the mornings they
worked in the Presbyterian Church
of La Guacima, painting the chapel,
repairing and painting the Sunday
School chairs and tables, and
installing iron structure for the
second floor of the new building for
children and adolescents. Also they
visited the Poas volcano, the rain
forest, a river (with alligators
included) and a canopy tours.
Thanks to the Presbyterians of
Clarimont and La Guacima!

Guido Mahecha

Every
gift is
important

Gracias, Aseloka
 

MISS ASELOKA SMITH ,
from West Virginia, decided to
use her vacation time for
volunteer work at the UBL
library. This gives her an
immersion opportunity in
Spanish, her university major,
while she provides valuable help
to the library in converting old
audio and video formats to digital ones. Aseloka has been a great help in this,
since the library has a large amount of materials and it is a time-consuming task.

Álvaro Pérez
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 IMPRESOS

CORREO AEREO - AIR MAIL

Apdo. 901 - 1000, San José, Costa Rica.
Tel. (506) 283-4498/283-8848  Fax. 283-6826    www.ubila.net

 of the Latin American Biblical University

F A C E S

Come work!  Come study!

You can do both!

Have you considered learning
Spanish? When space is available,
language students are welcome to
live on campus.  Opportunities to sit
in on Bible or theology  classes can
be negotiated.

Would you like  to come for a
“hands-on” volunteer experience?
Individuals and groups can help out
on campus  or in local churches, for
a week or longer.  Or, go to a center
in another country!

Do you want to learn about Latin
America and what’s going on in
biblical-theological thinking?
Visiting students and intensive study

groups both provide interaction with
UBL professors, local church leaders
and other community leaders, with
opportunities for learning and
dialogue. While many of our
resource people speak English, we
provide translation, when necessary.

How about a “combo”? Do some
volunteer work, take Spanish classes
at a nearby language school,
participate in classes and other
activities at the UBL and in the
community.

For more information, contact:
elicook@ubila.net


