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A letter from

Ivonne and Isaías

Welcome,
Ivonne and Isaías

The family of people who work
with the Universidad Bíblica
Latinoamericana will be
growing a bit with the arrival of
Ivonne and Isaías Ramos,
Mexican missionaries of the
General Board of Global
Ministires. They are due to
arrive in the very near future.

Ivonne will be assuming
responsibility for the
coordination of the
Development Office, where she
will coordinate work-study
groups. These groups are very
important for North-South
dialogue. She will also be
responsible for relationships of
the UBL with international
churches and agencies that
support our institution, and will
be assume leadership for
fundraising, a vital area of
support for scholarships,
programs and projects.

We thank the GBGM-UMC for
its continued support of our
shared mission in Latin
America and the Caribbean and
we look forward to continuing
this work together in our
continent.
Ivonne and Isaíah, welcome!

Violeta Rocha
Rector UBL

God has given us a special privilege to come work with an institution that is
characterized by its sensibility in responding to the training needs of the
churches and people of Latin América. We are two Mexicans anxious to join

the UBL team, to enrich it and to grow in our own training and skills.

I am Ivonne Mendoza. I was born in Puebla, México. I have been methodist since I
was a little girl.  Since then, I have participated in a variety of activities in the
church and God has warmed my heart with the desire to serve Him all my life.

My mother passed away when I was 17. This was a difficult loss for me, but God, in
his incomparable love, lifted me up and showed me that his his plans for me were
greater than I could imagine. As it says in Jeremiah 29: 11, “‘I know the plans that I
have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you
a future and a hope.” God gave new meaning to my life and so, ten years ago, I was
given the opportunity to cooperate the the Social Action Project of the Methodist
Church of México. The objective of this project is to provide training and integral
development opportunities for people in the rural areas of the country. My
responsibilities there included the coordination of work-study groups that came
from different regions of the USA. These groups visit the project and learn about
working with impoverished people while they accompany them in material and
spiritual transformation. Through this opportunity to serve, I was privileged to work
with people in my own country and in other countries toward one goal, to extend
the Reign of God, to share God’s love with those who need a word of hope, and to
dignify their lives.

Now, God has called me and my husband to serve the UBL through the Board of
Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.  I will be working as a group
coordinator and promoting the mission and vision of the UBL among its visitors and
supporters. It is a privilege to be called to participate in this regional ministry.

My name is Isaías Ramos, I am Ivonne’s husband, and also a Methodist. I was born
in México City, in the region of  Tepito. I received a call to serve God when I was just
12 years old, but in the adversities I encountered when my father died and in the
struggle to finish my education, I dropped out of church. At 17, I returned to the
faith and dedicated myself completely, entering the pastorate at the age of 20.

I pastored a variety of churches in the following years,  and also served in different
leadership positions, first with the youth, and then as a District Superintendent and

later as a Bishop. I have also served on
the directorate of the Latin American
Council of Churches (CLAI). A year ago,
I applied to the GBGM for missionary
service and that is how God opened the
doors for me and my wife to serve in the
UBL.

We know that this will be a time for
much growth as we make our skills
available to the UBL, seeking to extend
God’s reigh in Latin America.
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AS PART of the Bible department’s
participation in the Month of the

Bible, the UBL offered a workshop
on Bible and Drama, with the

leadership of Rev. Dr. Victoria Rue.
Dr. Rue is a theologian, Roman

Catholic priest, and dramaturgist from
the USA whose creativity was

inspiring for all participants. As a
closing activity, students from the

UBL’s extension education program
offered a dramatic work, “Ruth,

fragmented woman.”  It was directed
by Horacio Marín Gómez, a

playwright and student of the UBL.

     Workshop
   on Theology

      and Drama

An evening

of theology

and music

Irene Foulkes, Violeta Rocha,
Edwin Mora and Francisco Mena

us to build links to
other fields and ways
of expression. We are
challenged to
continue imagining
and working together
to create a world in
which there is room
for all.
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On October 31, we closed the year-long cycle of Theology and Arte
with a night of Theology and Music. It was a celebration of life,
hope, commitment, love and solidarity with the poor and with

God. The prestigious Costa Rican composer and actor Rubén Pagura, of
Artgentine roots, invited us to rethink what it means to be both Latin
American and universal in our commitments. Through the sway of the
rhythms, the beauty of his melodies, and the creative energy of his word,
we were invited to reaffirm our identity as Latin Americans and citizens
of a global community.

Following the presentation by Rubén Pagura, there was a round-table
discussión in which the professors Irene Foulkes and Edwin Mora and
the National University professor Francisco MenaLa mesa redonda con
los expositores Dra. Irene Foulkes, Mag. Edwin Mora, Mag. Francisco
Mena, reflected on the past, present and future of theology and Bible in
the musical development of Latin America and the Caribbean. They
contructed a vision of God present among the people, in the music and
the daily struggles of the people. Drawing upon the experience of the
UBL in developing the hymnal Celebremos Juntos, we were reminded of
the political role of spiritual music, a challenge that continues finding
expression through people of faith who, though rhythm, melody and
words, strengthen our commitment to God and to all creation.

We have closed this cycle of activities on Theology and the Arts, but we
are certain that the reflection, creativity and sense of celebration will
continue to bear fruit for a longer time. Exploring the links between
theology and Latin American Art not only strenthens the UBL’s
commitment to a solid theological education, but also stimulates all of

Violeta Rocha and Gabriela Miranda
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It seemed like everywhere I went, in every
congregation where I spoke, there was at
least one person who had been to Costa

Rica. This is a huge change from my
childhood years when, as a child of a
missionary family, Costa Rica was unknown
in the United States and people had images of
remote jungles, an uneducated population
and uncomfortable living conditions. Things
have changed! Our information about the
world around us is changing, in particular
those places where we go as tourists.

But my travels during the month of October
to congregations in four presbyteries of the
Presbyterian Church (PC (USA)) were not to
promote tourism to Costa Rica. I was
participating as one of forty-eight mission co-
workers in Mission Challenge, an effort to
bring PC (USA) congregations into renewed
contact with the mission work of the
denomination around the globe. One hundred
and forty-four presbyteries responded to this
invitation and the month of October was filled
with itinerant mission workers making their
way from church to church throughout the
United States.

As I represent the work of the PC(USA), I
represent those whom I serve and among
whom I have spent my life, the people and the
church of Latin America and UBL. After 46
presentations in churches, Presbytery
meetings, women’s groups and many other
gatherings, I came away more conviced than
ever that we – the North and the South – are
responsible for each other. I was asked over
and over again why the U.S. Church should
be concerned for Latin America with all the
problems in their own backyard. My answer is
– ever-more firmly - our destinies are
interconnected. We need to learn to live
together in solidarity, to find new ways to live

THE UBL  offered 38 courses in
San José this year, at the Bachelor
and Licenciature levels. Taking
advantage of both distance and
residence learning opportunities,
110 students (51 men and 59
women), from 18 countries and 10
denominations were served. This
reflects part of the vast wealth of
cultural, ecumenical and
international diversity which

A SUMMARY  OF COURSES

AND  STUDENTS IN  2007
Mireya Baltodano and Nidia Fonseca

enriches the life of all who work
and study in the UBL community.

While students travelled to Costa
Rica for a learning experience, the
faculty travelled to other countries.
This year, twelve faculty members
gave courses in eight different
countries (Colombia, Venezuela,
Ecuador, Perú, Bolivia, Guatemala,
Honduras, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic). Often, these courses
were accompanied by local faculty
who were responsible for guiding
students in preparatory readings
and work so that they could more
fully benefit from the UBL faculty
intensive classes.

Mission Challenge:
three months visiting US churches

By:  Elisabeth Cook

an abundant life in the midst of systems that
make this difficult, if not impossible, for those
who have less or little. I found, as I traveled
through Wisconsin, upper Minnesota and the
Upper Penninsula of Michigan, that we have
much in common. We can join our hearts,

our prayers and our hands, as so many have
learned to do already in difficult cir-
cumstances, across races, nationalities and
borders, and so make present God’s grace
among all peoples.

I send a special thank-you to all those
individuals, families and churches who
welcomed me into their homes and
congregations, and for all the stories you
shared with me.

Elisabeth Cook is a PC(USA) mission co-
worker who was born and raised in Latin
America. She teaches Old Testament studies
at the UBL.
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When I became the Vice-rector, I found that I had assumed
a huge challenge: to rethink what it means to be an

institution that provides a theological alternative to the continent
when globalization, its ideology and social discrimination are
built into the international social structures. Poverty, institutio-
nalized violence (military, legal and cultural), social class
inequality are manifest in the extreme, with wealth ever more
highly concentrated and the great majorities condemned to
poverty. Pollution, climatic imbalances, discrimination, the
invisibility of millions of human being, especially children – all
of these problems make us shake with indignation. It is a
scandalous situation that obscures all values, especially those
values which we hold sacred as human creatures. It distorts
God’s image – humans and all creation. But it also challenges
us to respond with a theological education program that is
contextual and prophetic.

Challenges to theological
education in Abya Yala*

We know how important it is to read the signs of the times, to
seek alternatives, to work with sectors of society that are
working for change, to form alliances and to work together to
seek the Good News for our time. But the imposition of
globalization demands critical thinking at the institutional
level. So, we have spent this year researching transnational
education documents and agreements that have implications
for our institutional model in an ever more globalized world.
At the same time, we have reflected on the challenges we face.
Among these are:
1. Propose alternative theological and ecclesiological frameworks

and models. It is not possible for the churches to continue
maintaining antidemocratic structures with power concentrated
in the hands of a few patriarchal males, reflecting the patriarchal
and classist society and marginating the rest – women, children,
the poor – who are considered inferior, worthless, are invisiblized
and deprived of dignity.

2. Continue reading the Gospel from the social context of the
underprivileged, to incarnate the Word in daily living, promoting
spiritual and ethical integrity that is liberating.

3. Continue reflecting with social change groups, promoting
tolerance, wisdom and creativity in the search for spaces and
times where there is room for all.

4. Create spaces for prophetic action and witness with the people of
God and the denunciation of structural sin.

By:  Nidia Fonseca

5. Join with communities that are committed to building
alternatives:
- Where people and God’s whole creation are valued,
- Where bodies in all of their diversity are valued,
- Where symbolic creativity and the search for truth

and justice generate new ways of relating to each
other as women and men, as people connected
integrally to our environment, where the present
and the future reflect God’s grandeur and every
living thing has a place and a purpose,

- Where the world is regarded as God’s house, not
just special temples,

- Where communities exist dedicated to sanctifying,
healing and transforming our relationships with
our surroundings,

- Where justice, truth and tenderness can be found, where
life and death, health and illness, the concrete and the
infinite, the perfect and the imperfect are balanced.

In this way, theological education becomes contextual
and critical, and transnational education becomes a
way to discern, recreate, and build towards the ideas
and actions that can help build a world in which there
is rooom for all, with God’s blessing. In this kind of
theological education social critique and self-
evaluation prosper, regarding the church, the
educational process itself, constantly seeking
alternatives and new perspectives, so that life in all of
its pluricultural diversity, colors, smells, sounds and
melodies may be enriched.

*  Abya Yala is the name chosen by the Indigenous peoples of
America in 1992 to refer to the American continent. In the
Panamanian Kuna language, Abya Yala means “land in its full
maturity”.
The Bolivian Aymara leader Takir Mamani argues for the use of the
term Abya Yala in the official declarations of indigenous peoples’
governing bodies, saying that “placing foreign names on our
villages, our cities, and our continents is equilvaent to subjecting
our identity to the will of our invaders and their heirs.” It is used
by many Latin Americans as a sign of respect for the Indigenous
peoples’ right to name themselves and their homeland.
(Information adapted from Wikipedia.org.)
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F A C E S

Come work!  Come study!
You can do both!

Have you considered learning Spanish? When space is available, language students
are welcome to live on campus. Opportunities to sit in on Bible or theology

classes can be negotiated.

Would you like to come for a “hands-on” volunteer experience? Individuals and
groups can help out on campus or in local churches, for a week or longer.

Or, go to a center in another country!

Do you want to learn about Latin America and what’s going on in biblical-
theological thinking? Visiting students and intensive study groups both provide interaction
with UBL professors, local church leaders and other community leaders, with opportunities

for learning and dialogue. While many of our resource people speak English,
we provide translation, when necessary.

How about a “combo”? Do some volunteer work, take Spanish classes at a nearby
language school, participate in classes and other activities at the

UBL and in the community.

For more information, contact:   elicook@ubila.net


